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1 But After this Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2 And he found a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, recently

come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had commanded all the Jews to leave Rome. And he went to

see them, 3 and because he was of the same trade he stayed with them and worked, for they were tentmakers by

trade. 4 And he reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath, and tried to persuade Jews and Greeks.

5 When Silas and Timothy arrived from Macedonia, Paul was occupied with the word, testifying to the Jews that the

Christ was Jesus. 6 And when they opposed and reviled him, he shook out his garments and said to them, “Your

blood be on your own heads. I am innocent. From now on I will go to the Gentiles.” 7 And he left there and went to the

house of a man named Titius Justus, a worshiper of God. His house was next door to the synagogue. Crispus, the

ruler of the synagogue, believed in the Lord, together with his entire household. And many of the Corinthians hearing

Paul believed and were baptized. 9 And the Lord said to Paul one night in a vision, “Do not be afraid, but go on

speaking and do not be silent, 10 for I am with you, and no one will attack you to harm you, for I have many in this city

who are my people.” 11 And he stayed a year and six months, teaching the word of God among them.

12 But when Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews made a united attack on Paul and brought him before the

tribunal, 13 saying, “This man is persuading people to worship God contrary to the law.” 14 But when Paul was about

to open his mouth, Gallio said to the Jews, “If it were a matter of wrongdoing or vicious crime, O Jews, I would have

reason to accept your complaint. 15 But since it is a matter of questions about words and names and your own law,

see to it yourselves. I refuse to be a judge of these things.” 16 And he drove them from the tribunal. 17 And they all

seized Sosthenes, the ruler of the synagogue, and beat him in front of the tribunal. But Gallio paid no attention to any

of this.

18 After this, Paul stayed many days longer and then took leave of the brothers and set sail for Syria, and with him

Priscilla and Aquila. At Cenchreae he had cut his hair, for he was under a vow. 19 And they came to Ephesus, and he

left them there, but he himself went into the synagogue and reasoned with the Jews. 20 When they asked him to



stay for a longer period, he declined. 21 But on taking leave of them he said, “I will return to you if God wills,” and he

set sail from Ephesus.

22 When he had landed at Caesarea, he went up and greeted the church, and then went down to Antioch. 23 After

spending some time there, he departed and went from one place to the next through the region of Galatia and

Phrygia, strengthening all the disciples.
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While reading the testimonies and stories of men and women in the Bible, we tend to romanticize their lives and not
consider the grind they endured. Their daily responsibilities were not unlike our own yet lacked the luxuries and
comforts that aid us through our endeavors. Paul met Jesus on the road to Damascus, yet he was still very much
flesh and blood and was undoubtedly one of the most inspired, focused ministers of the gospel the world has ever
known. Acts chapter 18 continues to offer insight into the life of this great missionary.

Verse 3 tells us that along with Aquila and Priscilla, Paul worked as a tentmaker while noting in verse 4 that “every
Sabbath” he reasoned in the synagogue. This would imply that Paul trudged through a full work week with his hands
just as we do. As the chapter continues, it seems that Paul’s frustration in reasoning with the Jews got so great that he
proclaimed, “from now on I will go to the Gentiles” (verse 6). So, we see Paul working a physically demanding, menial,
tedious if not monotonous job, then having to experience emotional challenges in his ministry.

The most profound statements in this chapter offer insight to Paul’s diligence, perseverance and devotion to Christ.
Verse 5 states that Paul was “occupied with the Word” which suggests an intense focus of purpose-even while hand
sewing tents. Verses 9-10 show us that he continued to need encouragement and inspiration from the Lord in order
to maintain that focus. This message from the Lord spoken “one night in a vision” (verse 9) would suggest a discipline
of solitary prayer and meditation-Paul spent time alone in fellowship with Christ. Even though Paul had a supernatural
experience on the road to Damascus (more incredible than most of us have ever seen), he still needed that daily
fellowship with Christ just as we do today in order to experience the wonderful abundant life and joy offered to us
through Christ.



Questions:

1. In the hustle of your day, is there margin for prayer, and loving the body of Christ with service and
encouragement?.

2. How do you recharge your soul for joy?

3. Are you considering an eternal perspective in your "menial" task?


