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1 Paul came also to Derbe and to Lystra. A disciple was there, named Timothy, the son of a Jewish woman who was a

believer, but his father was a Greek. 2 He was well spoken of by the brothers at Lystra and Iconium. 3 Paul wanted

Timothy to accompany him, and he took him and circumcised him because of the Jews who were in those places, for

they all knew that his father was a Greek. 4 As they went on their way through the cities, they delivered to them for

observance the decisions that had been reached by the apostles and elders who were in Jerusalem. 5 So the

churches were strengthened in the faith, and they increased in numbers daily.

6 And they went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the

word in Asia. 7 And when they had come up to Mysia, they attempted to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did

not allow them. 8 So, passing by Mysia, they went down to Troas. 9 And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man

of Macedonia was standing there, urging him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10 And when Paul

had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go on into Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach

the gospel to them.

11 So, setting sail from Troas, we made a direct voyage to Samothrace, and the following day to Neapolis, 12 and

from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this

city some days. 13 And on the Sabbath day we went outside the gate to the riverside, where we supposed there was

a place of prayer, and we sat down and spoke to the women who had come together. 14 One who heard us was a

woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple goods, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord

opened her heart to pay attention to what was said by Paul. 15 And after she was baptized, and her household as

well, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house and stay.” And she

prevailed upon us.
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Wow, there is so much in this passage! The very first thing we see is that Timothy joins Paul in his ministry. At the end
of Acts 15, Barnabas left Paul and went to Cyprus with Mark. The very next thing we read is that God provided
Timothy to serve alongside Paul as he continues to spread the gospel. Sometimes in ministry we can feel like we are
irreplaceable. We believe if we stopped serving in whatever area of ministry we serve in, things would fall apart, but
this is just not true. God doesn’t need you or me to accomplish the work of His ministry. He allows us to be a part of it.
I can remember when I left a church where I used to serve, I thought in my pride that things would fall apart without
me. But you know what? They didn't, praise God. God sent someone new to lead worship there. And God convicted
me of the big, ugly pride I was dealing with. Barnabas was a huge part of the work Paul was doing in his missionary
journeys, but as quickly as he left, God brought in someone to replace him, and the work continued.

In Verse 3 we read that Paul circumcised Timothy “because of the Jews who were in those places.” At first read, you
might think that sounds contradictory to what Paul has said elsewhere about circumcision. He fought adamantly at
the council in Chapter 15 that the Gentiles did not need to be circumcised as a part of their salvation. He is actually
bringing the news of that decision to the believers in the area here in Chapter 16. We also see in Galatians 2 that he
refused to circumcise Titus, a Gentile convert, and reprimands Peter for being hypocritical and avoiding the
uncircumcised Gentiles for fear of the circumcision party. So why would he circumcise Timothy? There are a couple
of reasons. The first is that Timothy was actually considered a Jew because his mother was Jewish. Being
uncircumcised would put him in bad standing with the synagogue and hinder their ministry to the Jews there. The
other big reason, though, I think we can find consistently through Paul’s ministry, is that circumcision is neither
required for salvation nor sinful. It’s basically a neutral thing for believers. But Paul, viewing the Jewsh believers who
clung to the Jewish laws and tradition as weaker in their faith, would not want to do anything to cause them to
stumble. We see Paul address this in Romans 14:13-23 regarding what they ate. It’s the same idea. We don’t live under
that law anymore, but don’t eat it if it causes your brother to stumble. This can be such a hard concept for believers to
grasp, even now. In the end, we should be looking out for the good of all of our sisters and brothers in Christ
(Philippians 2:4).

I will admit that I have just glossed over Verses 6 through 10 in the past. It’s just a list of places they tried to go to and
where they did go. Looking a little closer, though, I realize it gives us some good insight into how the Holy Spirit
works. We see Him closing the door once or twice to places Paul wanted to travel. They first wanted to go to Asia, but
the Holy Spirit forbade it; then Bithynia, which was also forbidden; and they finally ended up in Troas. We often pray



for God to show us which way to go or what to do, to make it known to us through His Spirit, but we don’t often think
to ask where not to go or what not to do. It seems here that the Holy Spirit uses shut doors to lead us just as much as
open doors. We can also find it hard to believe or understand why we would be kept from doing something good like
sharing the gospel in Asia. When we are listening to the Spirit, though, we will end up hearing those “no’s” even if we
don’t understand. It’s possible they weren’t ready for the gospel in Asia. What we do see is that the fields are ripe for
the harvest in Macedonia, where the Spirit led Paul through a dream. It’s easy to be frustrated at closed doors, but the
Spirit often uses them to guide us to the open door He wants us to go through.

Questions:

1. Have you ever been prideful in believing that God needs you for His ministry or that it would fall apart without
you? If so, pray and repent from your pride.

2. Do you find it easy to prefer other believers to keep them from stumbling, or do you struggle because what
you’re doing isn’t “wrong”? What are some ways that you could prefer others?

3. Have you ever had God close a door to something that is “good”? How did you respond? Are you seeking the
Spirit’s guidance in your life? Ask Him to both close the wrong doors and open the ones He wants you to go
through.


