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22 Then it seemed good to the apostles and the elders, with the whole church, to choose men from among them

and send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas. They sent Judas called Barsabbas, and Silas, leading men among

the brothers, 23 with the following letter: “The brothers, both the apostles and the elders, to the brothers who are of

the Gentiles in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia, greetings. 24 Since we have heard that some persons have gone out

from us and troubled you with words, unsettling your minds, although we gave them no instructions, 25 it has

seemed good to us, having come to one accord, to choose men and send them to you with our beloved Barnabas

and Paul, 26 men who have risked their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 27 We have therefore sent Judas

and Silas, who themselves will tell you the same things by word of mouth. 28 For it has seemed good to the Holy

Spirit and to us to lay on you no greater burden than these requirements: 29 that you abstain from what has been

sacrificed to idols, and from blood, and from what has been strangled, and from sexual immorality. If you keep

yourselves from these, you will do well. Farewell.” 30 So when they were sent off, they went down to Antioch, and

having gathered the congregation together, they delivered the letter. 31 And when they had read it, they rejoiced

because of its encouragement. 32 And Judas and Silas, who were themselves prophets, encouraged and

strengthened the brothers with many words. 33 And after they had spent some time, they were sent off in peace by

the brothers to those who had sent them. 35 But Paul and Barnabas remained in Antioch, teaching and preaching the

word of the Lord, with many others also. 36 And after some days Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us return and visit the

brothers in every city where we proclaimed the word of the Lord, and see how they are.” 37 Now Barnabas wanted to

take with them John called Mark. 38 But Paul thought best not to take with them one who had withdrawn from them

in Pamphylia and had not gone with them to the work. 39 And there arose a sharp disagreement, so that they

separated from each other. Barnabas took Mark with him and sailed away to Cyprus, 40 but Paul chose Silas and

departed, having been commended by the brothers to the grace of the Lord. 41 And he went through Syria and

Cilicia, strengthening the churches
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I love the example Paul gives in Acts 15 regarding the handling of disputes within the body of believers. The gospel
forever changed our relationship and status with God. I can only imagine how difficult the truth of the gospel must
have been to the Jews who had been taught all their lives that in order to be made right with God, one must be
circumcised and follow the Mosaic Law. Based on what they thought was right in their own eyes (Proverbs 26:12),
some men traveled to Antioch sharing what they believed to be true. Their foolish behavior and faulty beliefs ended
up causing chaos in the minds of those they spoke with. Although they may have believed they were advancing
truth, they were working against God’s plan.

Desiring unity within the believers, the leaders of the church in Antioch sent a letter to the Jerusalem Council for
clarification. The differences of opinion regarding salvation was an essential belief that needed to be addressed by
those God had placed in charge. By the unified guidance of the Holy Spirit and the counsel of the Word, the council
presented truth regarding the essential beliefs around salvation and sent guidelines regarding behaviors that could
hinder unity and fellowship between the Jewish and Gentile believers. As I read about these guidelines, 1 Corinthians
10:24 came to mind. This scripture reminds me not to seek my own good, but what is good for my neighbor. The
heart behind my actions should not be what is best or most satisfying to me, but should consider what will honor
God and what might be harmful or helpful to another.

Later in the chapter (verses 37-40), Paul tells us about another dispute among believers. Paul and Barnabas have a
disagreement about what they think their ministry should look like. Barnabas wanted to take John Mark on their
journey to encourage the churches. Paul disagreed due to John Mark previously leaving the ministry. They had
presented their beliefs to one another, yet they still disagreed. Keeping God’s will and work in mind, they set about
on different journeys for the same purpose. They refused to take part in divisive attitudes and thinking. If we have our
own purposes and opinions at the forefront of our minds and hearts, we hinder our walk with the Lord and with
others. We end up causing chaos and confusion to onlooking unbelievers. James 4:1-2 talks of what causes fights
and quarrels among us. When our opinions or beliefs take precedent over being about God’s purpose, we selfishly
cause division and chaos within the body. Let’s refuse to isolate and do our best to think the best of others instead of
viewing them from a skeptical mindset. Let’s be about God’s plan, bringing glory to his name in our responses and
attitudes.

In properly handling their disagreement, God continued to use them by forming two ministry teams. They didn’t work
against one another but worked in one accord for the Kingdom. It is amazing how God works His will even through



conflict and disagreements. My prayer is that we seek God and His will above all else, not allowing ourselves to
become distracted by the non-essentials of the ministries God has called us to.

Questions:

1. Are there any religious traditions that you hold tightly to that are hindering your unity within the body? If so, I
encourage you to confess them to your community and seek unity with those involved.

2. Are there things in your life that could cause others to stumble or lead them to confusion? If so, I encourage
you to take the next right step to walk in obedience to the Lord.

3. Do you struggle with conflict resolution? For guidance on handling conflict resolution check out this article.
https://www.gotquestions.org/conflict-resolution.html You can also email
pastoraloffice@stonepointchurch.com for more guidance.
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