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1 But some men came down from Judea and were teaching the brothers, “Unless you are circumcised according to
the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2 And after Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and debate with
them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the others were appointed to go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and the
elders about this question. 3 So, being sent on their way by the church, they passed through both Phoenicia and
Samaria, describing in detail the conversion of the Gentiles, and brought great joy to all the brothers. 4 When they
came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and the apostles and the elders, and they declared all that
God had done with them. 5 But some believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees rose up and said, “It is
necessary to circumcise them and to order them to keep the law of Moses.” 6 The apostles and the elders were
gathered together to consider this matter. 7 And after there had been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them,
“Brothers, you know that in the early days God made a choice among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles should hear
the word of the gospel and believe. 8 And God, who knows the heart, bore witness to them, by giving them the Holy
Spirit just as he did to us, 9 and he made no distinction between us and them, having cleansed their hearts by faith.
10 Now, therefore, why are you putting God to the test by placing a yoke on the neck of the disciples that neither our
fathers nor we have been able to bear? 11 But we believe that we will be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus,
just as they will.” 12 And all the assembly fell silent, and they listened to Barnabas and Paul as they related what signs
and wonders God had done through them among the Gentiles. 13 After they finished speaking, James replied,
“Brothers, listen to me. 14 Simeon has related how God first visited the Gentiles, to take from them a people for his
name. 15 And with this the words of the prophets agree, just as it is written, 16 ‘After this, I will return, and I will rebuild
the tent of David that has fallen; I will rebuild its ruins, and I will restore it, 17 that the remnant of mankind may seek
the Lord, and all the Gentiles who are called by my name, says the Lord, who makes these things 18 known from of
old.’ 19 Therefore my judgment is that we should not trouble those of the Gentiles who turn to God, 20 but should
write to them to abstain from the things polluted by idols, and from sexual immorality, and from what has been
strangled, and from blood. 21 For from ancient generations Moses has had in every city those who proclaim him, for
he is read every Sabbath in the synagogues.”
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I was a social worker for over twenty years in foster care and adoption. I have interviewed hundreds of adults and
children throughout my career for various reasons, but mainly to establish safety for children in care. I have heard the
nightmarish stories and seen the devastating effects of sin perpetrated against children. I would often find myself
reflecting on the perpetrator and the horrible things they had done to a particular child. It was easy to imagine this
person as sinful, evil, and even deserving the worst of punishments our legal system could apply. I can also recall
times when I questioned, “How could Jesus save this person?” Certainly, they were going to hell and didn’t deserve
forgiveness, right? Wrong! Anyone that comes to Christ and repents is forgiven (Acts 3:19). Romans 5:8 says, “But God
shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” I am no different from that perpetrator and
my sins are just as horrible as those that I was judging in my heart. Through my own sanctification, the Lord has
shown me, and continues to show me daily how wretched and broken I am and that I am “saved through the grace of
the Lord Jesus” (verse 11). There isn’t anything we can do to earn God’s love. Friends, Jesus IS Salvation! It is, truly,
Jesus plus nothing.

In Acts 15, we find Paul and Barnabas in the newly formed church at Antioch being challenged on the necessity of
circumcision for the Gentiles. They go to Jerusalem to seek the wisdom of the apostles and elders (verse 2). They
share with fellow believers the conversion of the Gentiles, but those belonging to the Pharisees demand that Gentile
believers go through circumcision in order to have complete conversion (verse 5). Wouldn’t this imply Jesus plus
something? Peter quashed that notion by telling them that God was the author and witness of their conversion as He
imparted the Holy Spirit to the Gentiles. Peter’s point was that if God had accepted them, shouldn’t we? James agreed
with Peter and said the disciples shouldn't be burdened with trying to circumcise new converts under the Mosaic law,
but rather should encourage them to abstain from all of their former sins (verse 20).

Consider these scriptures:

John 14:6 says, “Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me.”"

Acts 4:12 says, “And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by
which we must be saved.”



Acts 13:39 says, “and by him everyone who believes is freed from everything from which you could not be freed by
the law of Moses."

Galatians 2:16 says, “yet we know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so
we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the law, because by
works of the law no one will be justified."

1 Timothy 2:5 says, “For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.”

These scriptures remind me to be thankful for His beautiful grace-filled gift that allows me to go forward each day to
share the Gospel and pray for the lost. Jesus plus nothing!

Questions:

1. Do you believe the gift of salvation isn’t enough? Read Ephesians 2:8-9.

2. Do you struggle to forgive yourself or someone else because you think your sins or theirs are unforgivable?
Confess to a journey group member or a trusted friend and pray through Psalm 103.

3. Do you wonder which steps you should take next in your walk with Christ? Ask your Journey Group or reach
out to pastoraloffice@stonepointchurch.com.
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