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19 But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having persuaded the crowds, they stoned Paul and dragged him

out of the city, supposing that he was dead. 20 But when the disciples gathered about him, he rose up and entered

the city, and on the next day he went on with Barnabas to Derbe. 21 When they had preached the gospel to that city

and had made many disciples, they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch, 22 strengthening the souls of

the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying that through many tribulations we must enter the

kingdom of God. 23 And when they had appointed elders for them in every church, with prayer and fasting they

committed them to the Lord in whom they had believed.

24 Then they passed through Pisidia and came to Pamphylia. 25 And when they had spoken the word in Perga, they

went down to Attalia, 26 and from there they sailed to Antioch, where they had been commended to the grace of

God for the work that they had fulfilled. 27 And when they arrived and gathered the church together, they declared

all that God had done with them, and how he had opened a door of faith to the Gentiles. 28 And they remained no

little time with the disciples.
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As we approach the end of Acts 14, we recount the details of Paul & Barnabas as they neared the completion of the
first missionary journey recorded in Acts (Acts 13-14). The trip was just under two years and was considered a great
success of spreading the gospel among the gentiles (verse 27). Despite the success, the trip was not without its
challenges. Paul and Barnabas traveled thousands of miles by foot, encountered a confrontation with Elymas at
Cyprus, John Mark abandoned them at some point on the journey, they were driven out of Antioch and Iconium, were
heralded as gods and later stoned in Lystra before returning back home to Syrian Antioch to share with their home
church all that God had done in their midst.

As I recount the details in this passage, two things stood out to me among Paul and Barnabas’ trip.



1. These men were faithful to preach the gospel.

Despite resistance, persecution, physical hardship, and a variety of tribulations, Paul and Barnabas would not stop
proclaiming the good news of Christ among Jews and Gentiles (Acts 14:7, 15, 21). Acting as a suffering servant for
Christ, Paul certainly bore on his body the marks of Jesus (Galatians 6:17; 2 Corinthians 11:25). Though our experience
of Christianity today can seemingly cost us little, Paul’s message was quite different. He encouraged that it is through
many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God (Acts 14:22). This message and Paul’s experience seem to
indicate that Jesus’ words in Luke 9:23-24 were serious when He said, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny
himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his
life for my sake will save it”. Friends, we are to preach the gospel even if it costs us our comfort, ease, or our
reputation. As I have heard before, we ought to always be ready to preach, pray, or die!

2. They established qualified leadership among the churches.

As Paul and Barnabas saw hundreds of converts won over by the gospel to Christ, the greatest accomplishment of
these men might have been the appointment of elders in every church, by prayer and fasting (Acts 14:23). Paul and
Barnabas were not hasty in their selection of such men (1 Timothy 5:22), but through the leading of the Holy Spirit,
they discovered and discipled men who were tempered, self-controlled, upright, holy, hospitable, and eager to do
good as they protected their local flock and instructed members through sound doctrine (Titus 1:5-9; 1 Peter 5:1-4).
Though we might not always see this precedence in scripture as clearly as we should, it was the appointment of
elders that God used to protect, provide, and nurture the flock from outside influences and useless genealogies from
the inside (Acts 20:28-31; 1 Timothy 1:4; Titus 3:9). It is my belief that elders within the flock have the same importance
today as it had then. Matter of fact, great leadership is the key to healthy churches, just as it was in the early years of
the local church.

Questions:

1. What do you believe Jesus meant when He said, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and
take up his cross daily and follow me”?

2. Take a few moments and read 1 Peter 1:3-9. Why is it good for us to experience persecution of some kind in
our faith?

3. Do you understand the role of an elder within the local church? If not, take a few moments to study the
passages mentioned in the above paragraph. If so, when was the last time you encouraged your elders?


