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1 Now at Iconium they entered together into the Jewish synagogue and spoke in such a way that a great number of

both Jews and Greeks believed. 2 But the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles and poisoned their minds against

the brothers. 3 So they remained for a long time, speaking boldly for the Lord, who bore witness to the word of his

grace, granting signs and wonders to be done by their hands. 4 But the people of the city were divided; some sided

with the Jews and some with the apostles. 5 When an attempt was made by both Gentiles and Jews, with their rulers,

to mistreat them and to stone them, 6 they learned of it and fled to Lystra and Derbe, cities of Lycaonia, and to the

surrounding country, 7 and there they continued to preach the gospel. 8 Now at Lystra there was a man sitting who

could not use his feet. He was crippled from birth and had never walked. 9 He listened to Paul speaking. And Paul,

looking intently at him and seeing that he had faith to be made well, 10 said in a loud voice, “Stand upright on your

feet.” And he sprang up and began walking. 11 And when the crowds saw what Paul had done, they lifted up their

voices, saying in Lycaonian, “The gods have come down to us in the likeness of men!” 12 Barnabas they called Zeus,

and Paul, Hermes, because he was the chief speaker. 13 And the priest of Zeus, whose temple was at the entrance to

the city, brought oxen and garlands to the gates and wanted to offer sacrifice with the crowds. 14 But when the

apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of it, they tore their garments and rushed out into the crowd, crying out, 15 “Men,

why are you doing these things? We also are men, of like nature with you, and we bring you good news, that you

should turn from these vain things to a living God, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and all that is in

them. 16 In past generations he allowed all the nations to walk in their own ways. 17 Yet he did not leave himself

without witness, for he did good by giving you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, satisfying your hearts with food

and gladness.” 18 Even with these words they scarcely restrained the people from offering sacrifice to them.



DEVOTIONAL FOR ACTS 14:1-18
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

AUTHOR: EMILY POYNTER

In Acts 14:1-18 we see a struggle that goes back to the days of Eden – when the world comes knocking, who will you
serve? In verses 1-7, we find Paul and Barnabas preaching in Iconium. There is a division between those who believe
the gospel and those who don’t. The Jews who did not believe are working to convince others not to believe. We
don’t know their motivation in this. Was it pride? Was it generational and hard to break free from what they were
raised to believe? Was it pressure from others and the desire to please people? We don’t truly know, but we know
there was a choice to make. The passage tells us they were presented boldly and clearly with the gospel,
accompanied by signs and wonders, but they chose not to believe. In fact, they even took it a step further and
plotted against those preaching the gospel. This isn’t the first time we see this happen, and it certainly will not be the
last. In fact, you likely see it happening in our world today, but 1 Peter 4:12-17 tells us this should not surprise us. We
should expect to face opposition as we seek to advance the gospel. So dear friend, do not be discouraged; but
instead, know that you are right on track. To face persecution for the sake of the gospel tells us we are preaching the
gospel with boldness – that never sits well with the world.

In verses 8-18, we find Paul and Barnabas in Lystra. There they preach the gospel and heal a lame man, allowing him
to walk. Instead of praising the one true God, the people try to make them fit into the mold of their own worldly gods.
The apostles follow up by pointing to all of creation and the wonders of God, and yet the people still continue to try
to worship the creation (the apostles themselves). Even today, we often struggle with worshiping creation rather than
the Creator. We let the wrong things take priority in our lives and fail to recognize them as an idol for which we
sacrifice time, money, family time, and so much more. Whether it be worldly success, money, the approval of others,
a job, our children’s accolades, or anything else the world may offer, we have a daily choice to make. A choice to die
to selfish desires and walk the narrow path that leads to life in the fullest – eternal life in Christ. To do this, we must
trust Him with all of our heart, lean not on our own understanding (Proverbs 3:5), and put aside selfish desires to serve
where God has us planted (Philippians 2:3-4).



Questions:

1. What has hindered you in the past or present from fully believing the gospel? We are all sinful and fall short;
there is nothing we can do to earn salvation. But, Christ lived a perfect life, died for our sins, and rose again on
the third day allowing all who believe to freely share in his inheritance of eternity with the Father.

2. What is it that most often tempts you to serve the created things rather than the Creator? What in life are you
most passionate about?

3. This can be a tough one – ask your children or someone close to you what you are most passionate about.
This may reveal some blind spots or idols that have snuck in over time. It may be difficult to hear, but helpful
as we root out the weeds and cultivate faithfulness in our own hearts.


