
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  3 JOHN 1-15 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1 The elder to the beloved Gaius, whom I love in truth. 2 Beloved, I pray that all may go well with you and that you 

may be in good health, as it goes well with your soul. 3 For I rejoiced greatly when the brothers[a] came and testified 

to your truth, as indeed you are walking in the truth. 4 I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking 

in the truth. 5 Beloved, it is a faithful thing you do in all your efforts for these brothers, strangers as they are, 6 who 

testified to your love before the church. You will do well to send them on their journey in a manner worthy of God. 7 

For they have gone out for the sake of the name, accepting nothing from the Gentiles. 8 Therefore we ought to 

support people like these, that we may be fellow workers for the truth. 9 I have written something to the church, but 

Diotrephes, who likes to put himself first, does not acknowledge our authority. 10 So if I come, I will bring up what he 

is doing, talking wicked nonsense against us. And not content with that, he refuses to welcome the brothers, and also 

stops those who want to and puts them out of the church. 11 Beloved, do not imitate evil but imitate good. Whoever 

does good is from God; whoever does evil has not seen God. 12 Demetrius has received a good testimony from 

everyone, and from the truth itself. We also add our testimony, and you know that our testimony is true. 13 I had 

much to write to you, but I would rather not write with pen and ink. 14 I hope to see you soon, and we will talk face to 

face. 15 Peace be to you. The friends greet you. Greet the friends, each by name. 
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Have you turned on the television lately? What about watching the news? It seems like evil is running rampant in our 
world. We see things from gossip and slander to shootings and riots on a regular basis. 3 John 9-10 describes a man 
named Diotrephes as someone who is selfish, not acknowledging authority, a gossip, inhospitable to the Christian 
workers and ultimately opposing the truth. Do we see this evil in our world today? Absolutely! 
 

 



 
3 John sums up the previous two letters in verse 11 by saying, “Beloved, do not imitate evil but imitate good. 
Whoever does good is from God; whoever does evil has not seen God.” When I read that verse, my first thought was, 
“We cannot know what good is or how to imitate good apart from knowing God.” Mark 10:18 says, “No one is good 
but One, that is, God.” In Psalm 119:68, the psalmist says to the Lord, “You are good and do good; teach me your 
statutes.” 
 
So how do we imitate good and not evil if God is the only one that is good? 
 
We first and foremost imitate good by closely following after Jesus, the son of God. We cannot imitate good apart 
from abiding in Jesus (John 15:5; Ephesians 5:1-2). We learned in 1 John 2:6, “whoever says he abides in him ought to 
walk in the same way in which he walked.” That is a high standard! John’s beloved Gaius in 3 John is a prime example 
of someone imitating good by abiding in Jesus. He is practicing righteousness (1 John 2:29) and loving others, not just 
in word or talk but in deed and truth (1 John 3:18). Believers testified to him “walking in the truth” (verse 3). 
 
Secondly, we imitate good by having fellowship with other believers (1 John 1:7). When we are in close community, 
we should “consider how to stir one another to love and good works...encouraging one another, and all the more as 
you see the day drawing near (Hebrews 10:24-25)”. It is in community that I find we “do not grow weary of doing 
good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up. So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to 
everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of faith” (Gal 6:9-10). Gaius was faithful in his hospitality 
and generosity toward the “brothers” (Christian workers); therefore, he was considered a “fellow worker for the truth” 
(3 John 8). 
 
3 John 11b says, “Whoever does good is from God.” There are plenty of “good” people in this world. What is their 
motivation for doing good or being good people? For some it’s about the attention they receive, to feel better about 
themselves, or they could have a false idea of what the gospel is all about. We aren’t to do good works to be saved, 
that’s anti-gospel. The apostle Paul reminds us in Ephesians 2:8-10, “For by grace you have been saved through faith. 
And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works so that no one may boast. For we are his 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.” 
Friends, this is freeing! Salvation is not based on anything we can do but on what He has already done for us! We are 
saved to do good works, not by our good works. Jesus didn’t wait until we were “good” to die for us (Romans 5:8). 
The gospel is “For God so loved the world, that He gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish 
but have eternal life” (John 3:16). 
 
Imitating good is imitating the good news itself - the gospel. Imitating good is realizing that anything good that is in 
me is because of Him! The fruit of the Spirit is evidence we are imitating God. May others see our good works and 

 



 
give glory to our Heavenly Father! (Matthew 5:16) 
 
Questions: 
 

1. Are you abiding in Jesus daily so that you are able to imitate good in this evil world? 
 

2. If your name was brought up in conversation, would others say of you that you are walking in the truth? 
 

3. Are there people in your life that you are imitating? Is it for good or evil? 
 
 

 
 

 

 


