
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  2 TIMOTHY 4:9-22 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9 Do your best to come to me soon. 10 For Demas, in love with this present world, has deserted me and gone to 

Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia. 11 Luke alone is with me. Get Mark and bring him with 

you, for he is very useful to me for ministry. 12 Tychicus I have sent to Ephesus. 13 When you come, bring the cloak 

that I left with Carpus at Troas, also the books, and above all the parchments. 14 Alexander the coppersmith did me 

great harm; the Lord will repay him according to his deeds. 15 Beware of him yourself, for he strongly opposed our 

message. 16 At my first defense no one came to stand by me, but all deserted me. May it not be charged against 

them! 17 But the Lord stood by me and strengthened me, so that through me the message might be fully 

proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from the lion's mouth. 18 The Lord will rescue me 

from every evil deed and bring me safely into his heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

19 Greet Prisca and Aquila, and the household of Onesiphorus. 20 Erastus remained at Corinth, and I left Trophimus, 

who was ill, at Miletus. 21 Do your best to come before winter. Eubulus sends greetings to you, as do Pudens and 

Linus and Claudia and all the brothers. 

22 The Lord be with your spirit. Grace be with you. 

 

DEVOTIONAL FOR 2 TIMOTHY 4:9-22 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 AUTHOR: DICK PATTERSON 

 

As we read through these last verses in 2 Timothy, I cannot help but stop and think about all that the apostle Paul 
had been through. He started out as Saul, the great young pharisee who was surely living the good life. He 
persecuted all the “people of The Way” that he could find because he believed with all his heart they were going 
against God. Then he had his first encounter with our Lord Jesus on the road to Damascus and his life was never the 
same. We get our first hint at what Paul, who at the time was called Saul, would have to go through shortly after his 

 



 
conversion when the Lord tells Ananias in Acts 9:15-16: “Go for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name 
before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel. For I will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of 
my name,” and suffer he did. 
 
Paul spent the rest of his life in service to our Lord with the same passion that he used at first against the Lord. So for 
the next 30-35 years, Paul would pour out his life for the Lord. Paul even gives us a small vision into what all he went 
through in 2 Corinthians 11:23-28. He was beaten, imprisoned, shipwrecked and endured many other dangers yet he 
would not boast in any of it. In Acts 20:24 he tells us, “I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, 
if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the 
grace of God”. That is exactly how Paul still feels here in 2 Timothy as he prepares for his life to come to an end. “I 
have fought the good fight. I have finished the race, I have kept the faith”(verse 7).   
 
Paul is writing his last words and in them we see him still trying to minister to his young son in the Lord, Timothy. He 
asks him to do his best to come see him soon (verse 9). He tells him of how Demas has deserted the faith and how 
Luke is the only one left with him (verses 10-11). The people that were following and talking about Paul are all now 
afraid to be around him. In the eyes of the world it would seem his ministry is over and he has failed. But Paul is still 
ministering as we see in the next few verses.. He asks for Timothy to bring Mark with him for he was very useful in 
ministry (verse 11). He asked him to bring not only his cloak to help keep him warm but his books and parchments so 
that no doubt he could continue to study them (verse 13). Then he warns Timothy to watch out for Alexander for he 
had done him great harm and he strongly opposed the message of Christ (verse 15). Again in verse 16, we see Paul’s 
compassion when all had deserted him, he still prayed that it not be charged against them. Paul even proclaims to 
young Timothy that the Lord had stood by him so that through him the message might be fully proclaimed and all 
the Gentiles might hear it (verse 17). With all that Paul had gone through and now was going through, he still held fast 
to the hope that his life would be used for the spread of the gospel.  Even from this dark, lonely place, he spends his 
time serving the Lord. He also knew that the Lord would rescue him, if not in this life, in the next and would bring him 
safely home.  
 
Paul's faith and steadfastness is hard for me to wrap my head around. If only I could have such faith and devotion to 
the Lord in my life. He truly had learned how to be content with whatever the Lord gave him. This last scene of Paul's 
life brings a whole new meaning to Philippians 3:8-11 and 4:11-13. I am afraid that we are all too focused on what this 
life has for us instead of what we can do for the Lord with our life. The Lord may give us an opportunity to serve or to 
go for his glory and because it is out of our comfort zone or gets in the way of what we want to do, we miss out on 
our true calling. That did not seem to ever be the case for Paul. He knew who had called him and to what he had 
been called. How about you? 
 
 

 



 
 
 
Questions: 
 

1. Read Philippians 3:8-11. What is worth giving your life for? 
 

2. Read Philippians 4: 11-13. What gives you true contentment? 
 

3. Read Philippians 3:12-20 and pray that the Lord will give you the strength and courage to press on toward the 
goal. Now ask yourself what keeps you from doing just that? 
 

 


