
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  2 TIMOTHY 3:10-17 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10 You, however, have followed my teaching, my conduct, my aim in life, my faith, my patience, my love, my 

steadfastness, 11 my persecutions and sufferings that happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium, and at Lystra—which 

persecutions I endured; yet from them all the Lord rescued me. 12 Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ 

Jesus will be persecuted, 13 while evil people and impostors will go on from bad to worse, deceiving and being 

deceived. 14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you 

learned it 15 and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make 

you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for 

teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, 

equipped for every good work. 
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Paul turns his focus from the godless people in this section to Timothy. I didn’t really catch the importance of the 
wording in verse 10 the first time I read it. Paul didn’t just teach Timothy his conduct, faith, patience, love, etc; 
Timothy followed it. The translation of the greek actually says to follow closely. Timothy wasn’t just listening to Paul 
teach, he was following an example of faith. Paul began mentoring Timothy at a very young age and Timothy grew 
into a strong, faithful leader because of his mentorship. In our pride we often think that we can do things on our own, 
we don’t need help from anyone else. In truth, we all need to be mentored. We see examples of these mentorship 
relationships all throughout scripture: Elijah mentored Elisha, Moses mentored Joshua, Naomi mentored Ruth, and 
Jesus mentored the disciples just to name a few. God can teach us so much through the example and wise counsel 
of others if we are willing to let go of our pride, let others in, and learn from them (Titus 2:3-5, Proverbs 13:20, 
Hebrews 13:7, Ecclesiastes 15:22). 
 
Verse 12 is such a huge and convicting verse. Paul has just mentioned all of the persecution he has endured and then 
he tells us that “all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.” The “American gospel” likes to 
skirt verses like this. If we are honest, a lot of us believe that if we live our lives in a godly way, full of faith and love 

 



 
then we will be loved and accepted by others, or at least we should be. The truth is, if you are truly living a godly life 
in Christ you will endure persecution of some kind, the bible promises it. Though there are many places in the world 
where believers face oppression, imprisonment, and death, we are blessed to not have to endure those kinds of 
persecutions. Instead, much of the persecution we face as believers in America is social persecution. John 3:19 tells 
us that “men love darkness rather than light because their deeds are evil.” 1 Peter 4:4 says that those who persecute 
us think we are strange. If you aren’t willing to be considered strange by some, then you aren’t willing to live a godly 
life in pursuit of Christ.  
 
This chapter ends with two verses many of us know well, you might even have them memorized.  “All Scripture is 
breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the 
man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.” I will be honest and tell you, I didn’t fully grasp the 
power of scripture until the past few years. I would read the bible, but often out of obligation, not really digging deep 
or really studying it, and definitely not memorizing it or “hiding it in my heart” (Psalm 119:11). What a disservice that is 
to a believer. Scripture is God’s gift to us for instruction in: learning about God, correcting and rebuking biblically 
(using scripture), and training to live a godly life. The bible makes the man of God “complete.” This doesn’t mean that 
our whole life as believers is about reading scripture, but that the bible points us toward all the things that we need, 
so that we are thoroughly equipped. Think about it like this, would you rather go into a major math exam having 
skimmed over the textbook, having a vague idea of all the principles in it, and maybe having one of the formulas you 
need memorized? Or would you rather go in fully prepared, having studied the textbook thoroughly, understanding 
the principles, and having all the formulas you need for success committed to memory? That textbook only covers 
one subject, think about how much more prepared you will be for life if you do the same thing with God’s word! 
 
 
Questions: 
 

1. Do you think it’s important to be mentored? Why or why not? Do you or have you ever had a mentor in your 
life? If not, ask God to reveal someone that you could learn from. If you do have a mentor, take a minute and 
thank God for them.   
 

2. Do people around you consider you strange because of your commitment to Christ? Read John 15:18-20. 
Does the world hate you or love you? Are you a servant of Christ following in His footsteps or are you 
following the world? 
 

3. There are five different ways of receiving scripture: listening, reading, studying (digging deeper), meditating 
(think deeply/pray), and memorizing. Which of these is easiest for you? Which is hardest? How can you grow 
in the area that is hardest for you?  
 

 


