
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  2 TIMOTHY 3:1-9 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1 But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of difficulty. 2 For people will be lovers of self, lovers 

of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 heartless, unappeasable, 

slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not loving good, 4 treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of 

pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5 having the appearance of godliness, but denying its power. Avoid such people. 

6 For among them are those who creep into households and capture weak women, burdened with sins and led 

astray by various passions, 7 always learning and never able to arrive at a knowledge of the truth. 8 Just as Jannes 

and Jambres opposed Moses, so these men also oppose the truth, men corrupted in mind and disqualified regarding 

the faith. 9 But they will not get very far, for their folly will be plain to all, as was that of those two men. 
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As I was preparing for this devotion, I read verses 1-9 several times and each time thought, “I know people like that. 
We are living in the last days!” But the more I studied those verses, the more I was able to see myself for who I was 
before fully devoting my life to Christ. 
 
Paul spent a lot of time in the first 2 chapters encouraging Timothy because he was about to fill him in on challenges 
to come. In verse 1, Paul warns, “But understand this, in the last days there will come times of difficulty.” The “last 
days” began at the time of Pentecost and will continue until Jesus’ return. “Will come”? Friends, the difficult times are 
here. 
 
Beginning in verse 2, Paul lists 19 character traits of godlessness. This list, although seemingly doom and gloom, can 
be a source of encouragement to followers of Jesus to remain in Him so that we are, “not conformed to this world, 
but transformed by the renewal of your mind…” (Romans 12:2). 

 



 
 
The first trait we see is “lovers of self”. Isn’t that the root of all our sin problems? This is why it’s so easy to accept false 
teaching, as the enemy whispers, “I’m important, take care of number one; I deserve this, me, me, me!” 
  
As a Christian, we would be wise to use this list to do a self-examination. False teachings and teachers are all around 
us saying sin is acceptable. Paul says, in verse 5b, we are to “avoid such people”. But I think the idea here is not only 
are we to avoid such people, but also that we avoid those attitudes and behaviors ourselves (verses 2-5). 
 
For a long time, I believed the false teaching that I could go around saying I was a Christian without addressing my 
heart condition. The Lord used a co-worker of mine 15 years ago to question whether I was a Christian. I was, in 
essence, “opposing the truth” (8b) by the way I was living, and as a result, it was plain to see (9b) I was not a true 
Christian. As I reflect on that conversation, I remember being offended at the time, but now it’s a sadness, that all 
those years I was claiming to be someone I was not. Praise the Lord, He spurred me to examine myself through the 
lens of scripture! 
 
We have been entrusted with the gospel and shouldn’t go around dropping names (I’m a Christian) without 
understanding the implications (2 Timothy 1:14). You see, once I committed my life to the Lord, there was a 
transformation that took place (2 Corinthians 5:17). I was able to discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect (Romans 12:2). Being a Christian doesn’t mean we never struggle with sin anymore; in fact, I 
still struggle with being a lover of self. But, it does mean that we have hope in Jesus, the One who overcame sin and 
death (2 Timothy 1:10). I thank God for sanctification, the life-long process of becoming more like Him! (Ephesians 
4:14-16; 2 Thessalonians 2:13; 1 Corinthians 6:11). 
 
 
Questions: 
 

1. If you are a Christian, would you say that you represent Him well? Read Acts 1:8 and 2 Corinthians 5:20. 
 

2. Pertaining to the list in verses 2-5, which sin(s) do you tend to struggle with? 
 

3. When was the last time you took a spiritual assessment of your life? Take some time to pray about how false 
teachings have impacted your life and then repent and ask for forgiveness. 1 John 1:9 says, “ if we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us of our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

 

 


