
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  2 TIMOTHY 2:8-13 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8 Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, the offspring of David, as preached in my gospel, 9 for which I am 

suffering, bound with chains as a criminal. But the word of God is not bound! 10 Therefore I endure everything for the 

sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. 11 The saying is 

trustworthy, for: 

If we have died with him, we will also live with him; 

12 if we endure, we will also reign with him; 

if we deny him, he also will deny us; 

13 if we are faithless, he remains faithful— 

for he cannot deny himself. 
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“Are we there yet?” This is a phrase uttered since childhood as a passenger; not in control of our pace and direction, 
trusting the driver to get us safely to our destination. Our excitement of our trip is overwhelming with joy and then 
with each red light, county sign and detour, our expressions begin to change. With each delay our mind begins to 
doubt and question the driver’s arrival.  Worry begins to whisper “aren’t you supposed to be there already?” Fear 
repeats itself “what if we are lost or late?” Anger begins to shout, “I am tired of waiting; we are supposed to be there 
already!” As we wrestle in our mind with doubt, our driver stays unwavering to the course set before them. 
 
As a follower of Christ, we often do the same thing navigating from the back seat, warring with doubt of direction and 
not trusting our Father. In 2 Timothy 2:8 Paul reminds us that Jesus descended from David. David, God’s chosen to be 
king and to continue the line of Judah; a man who also wrestled with his flesh and endured hardship. David was 
chosen, anointed and then sent back into the same pasture he was tending sheep to wait. He waited there and 
remained faithful to his task until he heard from the Lord for the next step (1 Samuel 16:1-13). However, as each 
season became longer, more intense, and had more trials, we see him struggle with worry, fear, and anger. In many 
of his seasons of suffering he wrestled with doubt and questioned the Lord “How long…?” (Psalm 13). We see him get 

 



 
impatient and stumble as he leaned on his own strength (1 Samuel 21; 2 Samuel 11). Then with a repentant heart, 
David cried out to the Lord, realigned himself with the will of God and was honored and restored (Psalm 9:9; 2 
Samuel 12:13).  David experienced many pastures of “waiting for the next green light”. The Lord’s timing was perfect 
through those times of delay; it matured and developed him so that he was ready for the next.   
 
Even if we don’t see it or feel it, God is working. Throughout our walk we will experience battles of doubt and will be 
presented with the choice to lean into our flesh or walk trusting the Spirit. God creates a unique and personal story 
through each of our sufferings, so that others may obtain salvation through Jesus Christ (2 Corinthians 1:3-6). James 
1:2-4 says, “Consider it a pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know 
that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and 
complete, not lacking anything.” In our pauses, God gets personal. He wants to mature us for the next season 
(Romans 5:2-5). So, defeat discouragement with the truth, and always be prepared to give an answer (1 Peter 3:15). 
Rather than seeing the wait as an interruption or delay, see it is an opportunity to surrender. “Each person should live 
as a believer in whatever situation the Lord has assigned them, just as God has called them. (1 Corinthians 7:17)” As 
we die to our selfish desires and obediently follow the Spirit, our hearts align more with God.  God wants us to find 
rest in Him, and fully trust the pace and direction of our Driver. 
 
 
Questions: 
 

1. When the Lord has you waiting in a pasture...Do you obey or get impatient and begin to make decisions 
without his direction? 
 

2. When He calls you to move... Do you obey or delay? Why? 
 

3. If you find yourself in a situation where you do not know what to do, how do you generally respond? If God’s 
provision for believers is His Word, His Spirit and His people (which should be in unison), what are some steps 
you need to take in order to fully utilize His provision for you? 
 
 

 

 


