
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  2 TIMOTHY 2:14-19 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

14 Remind them of these things, and charge them before God not to quarrel about words, which does no good, but 

only ruins the hearers. 15 Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need to be 

ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth. 16 But avoid irreverent babble, for it will lead people into more and more 

ungodliness, 17 and their talk will spread like gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus, 18 who have 

swerved from the truth, saying that the resurrection has already happened. They are upsetting the faith of some. 19 

But God's firm foundation stands, bearing this seal: “The Lord knows those who are his,” and, “Let everyone who 

names the name of the Lord depart from iniquity.” 
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I like football, but my knowledge of it is not very great. For some reason, however, the analogy that ran through my 
head as I read and thought through this passage was a football game. (But by all means, fill in the blank with any 
situation or story where there is a definitive winner and loser.) There are two minutes left in the national 
championship game. The score is tied and your favorite team has the ball at the 50-yard-line. The goal is to score a 
touchdown but also to keep the ball as long as possible so that the other team does not have a chance to score. 
There are many different plays that could accomplish this goal, but one thing we know for certain, if the team does 
nothing, loses the ball, or in anger gets thrown out of the game, they will not likely win. 
 
“But God’s firm foundation stands…” (verse 19).  Unlike a football game, which either team could win, we already know 
who wins the ultimate victory in this temporary life and world.  If you are familiar with the book of Revelation, it is 
clear that Christ will return and will defeat Satan for good. He will restore all of creation to what He intended in the 
beginning, and sin and suffering will be no more (Revelation 21:1-4). Praise Him!  Wouldn’t we all want to be on the 
winning “team” of that battle? 
 
In the first part of this passage, Paul further encourages Timothy with what it looks to be part of the winning “team”. 
Thankfully, we don’t need specific talents or characteristics to be part of God’s “team”. And there is no limit to the 
number of “players”. It is open to anyone who would believe in Jesus Christ and the sacrifice that He made on our 
 



 
behalf (Romans 10:9; Ephesians 2:8-9). As those who have been saved by God’s grace, we are called to a holy calling 
(2 Timothy 1:8-14). This calling is to share the same gospel that has been entrusted to us, with others. We are His 
ambassadors, pleading with others to be reconciled to God... to be a part of His “team” (2 Corinthians 5:20).   
 
As ambassadors for the gospel, Paul reminds the church, through Timothy, not to get caught up in arguments, 
debates or conversations that take attention away from the gospel, the most important, life saving message (verses 
14, 16). You see in several places throughout Paul’s epistles where he reiterates the same idea - ”avoid irreverent 
babble and contradictions”; “have nothing to do with irreverent, silly myths”;  “avoid foolish controversies” (1 Timothy 
1:3-4; 4:7; 6:20; 2 Timothy 2:16; Titus 3:9). It’s easy to read these and think “gosh, they must have been caught up in 
some strange ideas”. However, as I think about how Paul’s teaching relates to us, I think about conspiracy theories 
and media stories (whether related to our government or others).  I think about the health, wealth and prosperity 
gospel that is so prevalent in our society today and is, sadly, leading so many astray (2 Timothy 4:3-4). I even think 
about arguments that happen often within the church over different views around things like when the rapture will 
occur (pre-tribulation, mid-tribulation or post-tribulation). We can all get caught up in those conversations, 
arguments and debates; and some of us can even be led astray or lead others astray.  The problem with all of it, is 
that the gospel gets lost.  We are no longer pointing others to the One who offers true and lasting life; we are just 
trying to be “right”, liked, or important. The focus shifts from the Savior to ourselves. 
 
Thankfully, as we said in the beginning, God wins the war whether we are faithful or not (verse 13; 19). I don’t know 
about you, but I desire to be faithful to Him as part of His “team”. He has chosen me, rescued me and saved me from 
death and destruction, even though I didn’t deserve it (Romans 5:8). And I want others to experience the same. May 
we all be found faithful!   
 
 
Questions: 
 

1. What conversations, arguments and debates have you been caught up in lately? Are they gospel-centered?  
 

2. Read Matthew 25:14-30. What stands out to you in this passage? Are you faithfully pointing others to the 
gospel through your words and actions?  
 

3. One of the ways we keep our hearts and minds focused on the gospel, and to not be led astray, is to abide in 
the word daily (John 15:1-11). This is what allows us to “rightly handle the word of truth” (verse 15). How are 
you doing at abiding in the word of truth? Discuss this with your Journey Group.   
 

 

 


