
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  2 TIMOTHY 2:1-7 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1 You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ Jesus, 2 and what you have heard from me in the 

presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men, who will be able to teach others also. 3 Share in suffering as a 

good soldier of Christ Jesus. 4 No soldier gets entangled in civilian pursuits, since his aim is to please the one who 

enlisted him. 5 An athlete is not crowned unless he competes according to the rules. 6 It is the hard-working farmer 

who ought to have the first share of the crops. 7 Think over what I say, for the Lord will give you understanding in 

everything. 
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“Think over what I say,” Paul says. Have you ever ordered a piece of equipment or cabinet furniture that required you 
to put it together yourself and after “scanning” the instructions (which undoubtedly came with it) you got halfway, or 
worse, three-quarters of the way complete only to discover something is missing, out-of-place, or just had that 
feeling of something’s not right? Barely holding your composure, you aggressively flip back through the instructions, 
mumbling under your breath, “A went with A, B went with B, C went...where’s the other C?!!!” Insert 
red-mad-emoji-face!  
 
We often attempt to “get by” on a trivial knowledge of our world rather than a solid understanding of the things 
around us. Our minds are cluttered with facts and opinions in a constant stream of cultural influence. In chapter 1, 
Paul lays the foundation for the charge we see at the beginning of chapter 2. Nothing here is trivial; it is all very vital 
(2 Peter 1:3).  In the general sense, Paul tells Timothy (us) to be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. It is in His Spirit 
that we have power, love, and self-control (1:7), but it is in the grace of Christ Jesus that we find our strength. In the 
specific sense, Paul says to take what has been entrusted to us (the gospel) and then entrust that to faithful men who 
will be able to teach others also. This is the “holy calling” (1:9). What we should know is that as we are to entrust it to 
faithful men, we must first be found faithful in order to be entrusted with it ourselves. This is what Timothy had heard 
from Paul in the “presence of many witnesses”, his apostolic teaching of the gospel. 

 



 
 
Soldiers and athletes train. Farmers do the hard work of plowing and preparing the soil, then they plant. Civilian 
pursuits (verse 4) are part of the controversies, quarrels, and irreverent babble Paul warned Timothy about (1 Timothy 
6:4, 20), which please no one. Competing outside of the rules, knowing it or not, disqualifies from competing. 
Laziness and neglect will never produce a harvest worth sharing in. There is a necessary discipline and diligence to 
know and understand our purpose in order to complete that which is laid before us. 
 
We’ve all, at one point or another, gone into a situation or decision with a trivial knowledge or understanding of it. 
Ignoring vital information and confident in our own assumptions or presuppositions, we find that we were grossly 
unprepared for what lay ahead, with no other choice but retreat to stave off further damage. The question we often 
come face to face with is how much damage are we willing to allow before stopping and grabbing the instructions? 
This is why Paul says to “think over (consider, meditate on) what I say, for the Lord will give you understanding in 
everything.” 
 
 
Questions: 
 

1. When was the last time that you acted in your own wisdom, thinking you had the necessary information to 
succeed only to find that you did not? What was the outcome of your actions? How did you respond? 
 

2. Would you say that you are faithful? What do you base your answer upon?  
 

3. Would you say that you have a more trivial knowledge of God’s word and his desire for you, or do you view 
his word as vital for your life and godliness? How does your answer here compare with your answer to 
question 2? 
 

4. Would you trust you with what Paul has entrusted to Timothy and what Timothy is charged to entrust then to 
faithful men? 
 
 
 

 

 


