
 
 
 

BACKGROUND FOR 2 PETER 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Use the background information to provide you context and a clear understanding of the text. 

 

Author:  2 Peter 1:1 specifically states that the apostle Peter was the author of 2 Peter. Peter’s 
authorship of 2 Peter has been challenged more than that of any other book in the New 
Testament. However, the early church fathers found no good reason to reject it. We find no good 
reason to reject Peter’s authorship of 2 Peter. 
 
Date of Writing:  The Book of 2 Peter was written toward the end of Peter’s life. Since Peter was 
martyred in Rome during the reign of Nero, his death must have occurred prior to A.D. 68. He very 
likely wrote 2 Peter between A.D. 65 and 68. 
 
Purpose of Writing:  Peter was alarmed that false teachers were beginning to infiltrate the 
churches. He called on Christians to grow and become strong in their faith so that they could 
detect and combat the spreading apostasy. He strongly stressed the authenticity of the Word of 
God and the sure return of the Lord Jesus. 
 
Key Verses: 
 
2 Peter 1:3-4, “His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through 
our knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and goodness. Through these He has 
given us His very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the 
divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.” 
 
2 Peter 3:9: “The Lord is not slow in keeping His promise, as some understand slowness. He is 
patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” 
 
2 Peter 3:18: But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be 
glory both now and forever! Amen.” 
 
 



 
The key word is "knowledge," with its related words, occurring at least 13 times in the Book of 2 
Peter. 
 
Brief Summary:  Knowing that his time was short (2 Peter 1:13-15) and these churches faced 
immediate danger (2 Peter 2:1-3), Peter called upon the readers to refresh their memories (2 Peter 
1:13) and stimulate their thinking (2 Peter 3:1-2) so that they would remember his teaching (2 Peter 
1:15). He challenged the believers to become more mature in their faith by adding to it specific 
Christians virtues, thereby becoming effective and productive in their knowledge of Jesus Christ 
(2 Peter 1:5-9). The Old and New Testament writers were set forth as their authority for their faith 
(2 Peter 1:12-21, 3:2, 3:15-16). Peter desired they become strong in their faith to withstand the false 
teachers that had crept in and adversely affected the churches. In his denunciation of them, he 
described their conduct, their condemnation, and their characteristics (2 Peter chapter 2), and 
also that they ridiculed the Lord’s Second Coming (2 Peter 3:3-7). For the Christians, Peter taught 
that the Second Coming is the incentive for holy living (2 Peter 3:14). After a final warning, Peter 
again encouraged them to grow in the grace and knowledge of their Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. He concluded with a word of praise to his Lord and Savior (2 Peter 3:18). 
 
Connections:  In his denunciation of false prophets, Peter repeats a prevalent Old Testament 
theme that must have been very familiar to his readers. Many of the early Christians were 
converted Jews who had been well taught in the law and the prophets. When Peter referred to 
the “word of the prophets” of the Old Testament in 2 Peter 1:19-21, he at one time denounced 
false prophets and affirmed that true prophets were moved by the Holy Spirit who spoke through 
them (2 Samuel 23:2). Jeremiah was equally forceful in his criticism of false prophets, asking, 
“How long will this continue in the hearts of these lying prophets, who prophesy the delusions of 
their own minds?” (Jeremiah 23:26). Clearly, the same deluded false teachers who plagued God’s 
people in both the Old and New Testaments are still with us, making Peter’s second epistle as 
relevant today as it was 2,000 years ago. 
 
Practical Application:  Certainly, as Christians in the 21st century, we are nearer to our Lord’s 
return than the first-century Christians to whom this epistle was written. Through television and 
other means of mass communications, mature Christians are aware that many charlatans are 
parading as true Christian leaders, and that immature Christians have been “taken in” by their 

 



 
quackery and false interpretation of Scriptures. It behooves all born-again Christians to be so 
grounded in the Word that we will be able to discern truth from error. 
 
The same prescription for growth in faith that Peter gave (2 Peter 1:5-11), when applied to our 
lives, will assure us also a rich reward “into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ” (2 Peter 1:10-11). The foundation for our faith is and always will be the same Word of God 
that Peter preached. 
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KEY WORD SYMBOLS FOR 2 PETER 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Use the symbols to help you mark key words as you study 2 Peter. 
 

 

 


