
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  2 PETER 2:4-10a 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4 For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to chains of gloomy 

darkness to be kept until the judgment; 5 if he did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a herald of 

righteousness, with seven others, when he brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly; 6 if by turning the cities of 

Sodom and Gomorrah to ashes he condemned them to extinction, making them an example of what is going to 

happen to the ungodly; 7 and if he rescued righteous Lot, greatly distressed by the sensual conduct of the wicked 8 

(for as that righteous man lived among them day after day, he was tormenting his righteous soul over their lawless 

deeds that he saw and heard); 9 then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials, and to keep the 

unrighteous under punishment until the day of judgment, 10 and especially those who indulge in the lust of defiling 

passion and despise authority. 

 

DEVOTIONAL FOR 2 PETER 2:4-10a 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 AUTHOR: BETTY BACHTEL 
 
Peter has just affirmed that false teachers in the church will be condemned and destroyed by God.  Here, beginning 
in verse 4, he begins a series of “if” statements to make the case that God does indeed bring judgment upon those 
who rebel against Him.  Verses 4 through 7 all begin with these “if” statements.  The “if” statements could also be 
rendered “since”, because there is no doubt in view.  Peter will show us three vivid examples to warn us that God will 
judge the wicked. 
 
Peter Verse 4 refers to the general fall of the angels and that God confined some of the fallen angels in pits of 
darkness, being held for their final judgment when they will be cast into the lake of fire.  However, Peter’s point here 

 



 
is that God is powerful enough to even judge the angels that sinned.  The Bible shows that these angels were spirit 
filled, powerful creatures, and they even once dwelt in the very presence of God. 
 
In verse 5 we see how God spared Noah, a preacher of righteousness (Gen 6:8), with seven others when he brought a 
flood upon the earth.  The flood destroyed all people and every living creature, except for those on the ark. 
Sometimes, I feel we get hung up on questions of how Noah could get all those animals on the ark that we miss the 
main point. The flood was a horrific judgment on the entire earth.  This story is another warning that a far worse future 
judgment is coming when all the ungodly who are not “on board” will perish eternally. 
 
Peter describes in verse 6 God’s condemnation of the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to destruction by reducing 
them to ashes.  This refers to the story in Genesis 19 which shows how corrupt Sodom was.  The men wanted to 
homosexually rape the two angels that came to Sodom to rescue Lot and his family.  Lot’s future sons-in-laws 
thought he was joking when he warned them to flee God’s impending judgment.  Even when the angels struck them 
blind, they did not repent.  When the Sodomites want to rape his two angelic guests, Lot instead offers them his two 
virgin daughters to rape.  Lot only reluctantly leaves Sodom when the angels grab his hand and lead him away.  
 
Notice how Lot in verses 7 and 8 was called “righteous” by Peter.  How can he call him righteous?  The story in 
Genesis seems to picture him as anything but righteous.  So how was Lot righteous?  Lot was righteous in the same 
way that you and I are righteous—-by trusting in the God of Abraham.  God remembered Abraham (Gen 19:29), 
whose faith was counted to him as righteousness (Gen 15:6). The only biblically consistent answer to the question of 
how Lot was righteous (2 Pet 2:7) is that he, like Abraham, believed God. Lot was righteous not because he acted 
perfectly in the incident with the two strangers in Genesis 19—-far from it.  But we know from Peter that Lot was 
troubled by the sin he saw around him.   
 
Perhaps Noah and Lot are together in 2 Peter to show how firm we should stand against the godless culture that 
surrounds us.  God was gracious to both men and their families. 
 
Verses 9-10a are the conclusion to verses 4 through 8.  Verse 9 Peter finally concludes his long “if” statement by 
arriving at the “then”.  His conclusion is that God’s judgment is coming.  If he condemned the rebellious angels, the 
world of Noah’s day, and Sodom and Gomorrah, He won’t hold back in condemning those rebelling against Him now. 
If God saved Noah and Lot, men He declared to be righteous, He will also save those He declares righteous now 
through His Son.   
 
Peter knows that the godly are not immune to temptations or to the test of living in an ungodly culture.  They need 
God to rescue them from it and God knows how to do it!  If you are a child of His, saved by His grace, He will 

 



 
preserve you unto Heaven by His grace.  Peter encourages us to have the courage to stand firm.  He wants us to 
resist all teaching that downplays holy living.  Even if we have to suffer for it, we can have the joy of looking forward 
to our eternal reward with Him. 

Questions: 

1. How would you respond to a professing Christian who said “I believe in a God of love, not of judgment?  
 

2. How would you respond to a professing Christian who believes homosexuality, or any other sin, is okay? 
 

3. To what extent are you tormented by the wickedness of our culture?  Do you enjoy watching TV 
shows/movies that flaunt immorality, profanity, and violence? 

 


