
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  2 PETER 2:10b-22 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

10b Bold and willful, they do not tremble as they blaspheme the glorious ones, 11 whereas angels, though greater in 

might and power, do not pronounce a blasphemous judgment against them before the Lord. 12 But these, like 

irrational animals, creatures of instinct, born to be caught and destroyed, blaspheming about matters of which they 

are ignorant, will also be destroyed in their destruction, 13 suffering wrong as the wage for their wrongdoing. They 

count it pleasure to revel in the daytime. They are blots and blemishes, reveling in their deceptions,[f] while they 

feast with you. 14 They have eyes full of adultery,[g] insatiable for sin. They entice unsteady souls. They have hearts 

trained in greed. Accursed children! 15 Forsaking the right way, they have gone astray. They have followed the way 

of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved gain from wrongdoing, 16 but was rebuked for his own transgression; a 

speechless donkey spoke with human voice and restrained the prophet's madness. 

 

17 These are waterless springs and mists driven by a storm. For them the gloom of utter darkness has been 

reserved. 18 For, speaking loud boasts of folly, they entice by sensual passions of the flesh those who are barely 

escaping from those who live in error. 19 They promise them freedom, but they themselves are slaves[h] of 

corruption. For whatever overcomes a person, to that he is enslaved. 20 For if, after they have escaped the 

defilements of the world through the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in 

them and overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the first. 21 For it would have been better for 

them never to have known the way of righteousness than after knowing it to turn back from the holy commandment 

delivered to them. 22 What the true proverb says has happened to them: “The dog returns to its own vomit, and the 

sow, after washing herself, returns to wallow in the mire.” 
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Do you remember a time in your life where you wanted to be free? Free to be your own person without authoritative 
people telling you when to wake and sleep, what to do, and where to be? The very thought of being in control of our 
lives and destiny is something we have all yearned for at some point in our life; but in our attempts to be our own 
person; to pursue our freedom, many of us became our own god. The innate desire in our flesh to be in control is 
what leads people into despair and destructive patterns that ruin our lives and lead many others astray. The hard 
reality is that we do not make good gods. 
 
Peter warns believers in Christ to be on guard against such people in our lives and in the church. In 1 Peter 5:2, 
church leaders are encouraged to “shepherd the flock of God that is among you”. Peter is encouraging local church 
leadership to be aware of the enemy that prowls around (1 Peter 5:8) looking for ways to steal, kill, and destroy the 
flock (John 10:10). Sadly, Peter also says that we must be on guard against those who have a knowledge of the ways 
of Christ, but fail to yoke themselves to His authority and be guided by His Spirit (2 Corinthians 6:14). Such people are 
crafty and are like wolves dressed in sheep's clothing (Matthew 7:15-16). 
 
Their schemes are rooted in selfishness and are sometimes difficult to discern. In order to not be caught off guard or 
led astray by their fleshly actions, doctrinal error, and defiance for authority, a believer must stand firm and be 
equipped in God’s Word (Ephesians 4:14; Ephesians 6:13-17). 
 
Believers in Christ must have their heads on a swivel and be like watchmen on their post. According to Peter, we 
should be on guard against people with sensual passions and those who despise authority, or boast with arrogance 
about their ability to be in charge of their own lives (vs 10). Those who continually live in sinful patterns like carnal 
animals are snared by the devil in their worldly passions and should make us pause (vv. 12-13). Such revelers pursue 
sexual immorality and show duplicity in their greed. Perhaps, they acknowledge and even confess their sin; but 
never genuinely repent of any wrongdoing (vv. 13-17). Such patterns should concern us greatly. Peter suggests that 
such people are foolish and will even promise others a way that seems right or that leads to freedom, but their 
deception leads others astray and yokes people to corruption, defilement, and to a life of confusion. These errors 
chain people to darkness and keep people yearning for sin (which looks like freedom) like a dog desires its own vomit 
(vs 18-22). 
  
 

 



 
 
 
By God’s grace, many years ago, the Lord taught me what real freedom looks like. Freedom is not being my own 
person, but surrendering myself as a “doulos” (bondservant) to the person and work of Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 
7:22; Galatians 5:1). By trusting in God’s provision through Jesus Christ, God has brought me out of darkness into 
light. He provided joy instead of shame. He freed me from self-reliance and a prideful, haughty spirit. By His grace, 
He has helped me walk in the Spirit and wage war against my fleshly passion and desire for immoral living 
(Galatians 5:16-25). Most of all, He has made me free! Scriptural freedom is not being in control of your life, but 
giving up control of your life! Maybe today is the day for you to take that same step! 
 
 

Questions: 

1. After reading the scripture and devotional, what is the one thing that stood out most to you? Write it down 
and spend a few moments praying about what the Lord has impressed upon your heart. 
 

2. As believers, we are to know God’s Word, walk in the Spirit, and grow to maturity in Christ. This helps us 
discern truth and to be prepared for false teachers. On a scale of 1-10, 1 being the least and 10 being highest, 
where are you in this process? Now, text your Journey Group or a friend and share with them so they can 
help you continue progressing towards Christ-likeness. 

 
3. Living in the flesh is something we can all still struggle with. What is one area that you struggle with and 

know that God desires to see repentance from you in? 
 

 


