
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  2 PETER 2:1-3 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1 But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly 

bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing upon themselves swift 

destruction. 2 And many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of truth will be blasphemed. 3 And 

in their greed they will exploit you with false words. Their condemnation from long ago is not idle, and their 

destruction is not asleep. 

 

DEVOTIONAL FOR 2 PETER 2:1-3 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 AUTHOR: ARCHIE ENGLEDOW 
 
In this passage, Peter is warning against false teachers. He says that they were here before as false prophets, and 
they are here now as false teachers. These false teachers are among the church. This is a real thing that Peter was 
warning them, and us, about. Some may have been obviously annoying, but others were cunning and crafty.  
 
As a produce guy for so many years of my life, this passage made me also think of false fruit, like seedless 
cucumbers or seedless watermelon. These are man made, GMO’s, or genetically modified for our convenience. They 
look good, taste good, but on the inside there is no real seed. These false teachers do not have the seed of Christ. 
They are living a false gospel and cannot produce fruit as they don't have any real seeds.  It’s not a loss of salvation 
for them. They never were saved to begin with. They deny that they need a Savior. As believers we have been 
bought, our sins and debts have been paid for by the blood of Jesus. These false teachers deny that Jesus died for 
them; they appear to be godly, but lack the Spirit of God. Peter also states that they work in secret. Their teachings 
are not kept secret, but their deceptive nature is hidden. No false teacher is ever going to announce that they are a 
false teacher. False teachers bring in destructive heresies that destroy by telling lies about Jesus Christ and His work 
for us and in us. Jesus warns us against this in Matthew 7:15-23. I encourage you to read what Jesus says about false 
prophets and false disciples in that passage. 
 

 



 
In verse 2, Peter warns us that many will follow these false teachers. Paul writes to the church in Ephesus in 
Ephesians 4 encouraging them towards full maturity and unity in their faith so that they “will no longer be infants, 
tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning craftiness 
of people in their deceitful scheming”.  Someone with charming looks and an attractive character may look 
acceptable, but their teachings may be false and their intentions may not be led by Christ and His Spirit. 
 
David Guzik says it this way: “Even a person who has what appears to be a godly walk and relationship with Jesus Christ 
can still bring in destructive heresies. Often times good men who teach lies do the worst damage. Their lies are accepted 
far more easily because of the good character of these men.”  
 
In verse 3, Peter reiterates that false teachers are crafty and cunning. They want to exploit you with things that make 
you feel good about yourself (2 Timothy 4:3). Many false teachers, both today and in previous times, present a gospel 
that has self-gratification at its core. All this is presented with deceptive and deceiving words because, remember, 
false teaching never announces itself. It’s like that false fruit that looks good and is convenient to eat, but has no way 
to reproduce itself. In all of this information that Peter is warning us against, Peter assured us that false teachers will 
be judged. Even though it seems they prosper, their judgment is not idle. God’s wrath is poured out on them even in 
allowing them to continue, thus heaping up more and more condemnation. And for those believers who abide in 
Christ through the power of the Spirit and the great promises of his Word (2 Peter 1:3-4), they will be able to test what 
is true and what is not (Romans 12:2).   
 

Questions: 

1. Are you building your foundation on the solid rock of Christ, or are you building it on things of this world that 
make you feel good? Please read Luke 6:46-49. 
 

2. The only way we can produce real fruit is if we are abiding with Christ. Please read John 15:4-6. Are you 
abiding with Christ? 
 

3. Self gratification is a real and scary thing. And so many times our own worst enemy is ourselves.  I pray that 
we never take our eyes off of Christ and His teachings. “Lord, forgive us where we have fallen short. Help us 
to confess to someone today where we have missed it in our walk with you.” 

 


