
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  2 PETER 1:5-15 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5 For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, 6 and 

knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, 7 and godliness 

with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love. 8 For if these qualities[b] are yours and are increasing, they 

keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For whoever lacks these 

qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins. 10 Therefore, 

brothers,[c] be all the more diligent to confirm your calling and election, for if you practice these qualities you will 

never fall. 11 For in this way there will be richly provided for you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ. 

12 Therefore I intend always to remind you of these qualities, though you know them and are established in the truth 

that you have. 13 I think it right, as long as I am in this body,[d] to stir you up by way of reminder, 14 since I know that 

the putting off of my body will be soon, as our Lord Jesus Christ made clear to me. 15 And I will make every effort so 

that after my departure you may be able at any time to recall these things. 
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Oftentimes, as believer’s, we act before seeking the Lord. But when we grow in the qualities spoken of in verses 5-7 
(faith, virtue, knowledge, self-control, perseverance, godliness, brotherly kindness and love), we know that our lives 
are becoming more like the nature of Jesus (Romans 8:29).   
 

 



 
It is possible for an unsaved person to do many moral and religious duties. But “these qualities” Peter wrote of are 
matters of the heart, and should be evident in anyone born again (verse 10). Pursuing these things helps us to keep 
from stumbling. It allows continual growth and progress in the Christian life and is the sure way to avoid failure. Peter 
reminds his readers of the great reward of a calling and election lived out fully. These believers would enter heaven 
gloriously, not as barely escaping the fire of hell (1 Corinthians 3:15).  
  
I think it is interesting how Peter knows we need to be reminded and need to hear God’s words over and over 
because we fall short no matter what (verse 12). But, when we let His word resonate in us, we allow the Holy Spirit to 
lead us. It is helpful and necessary for Peter to remind us always of the basics of the Christian life and it is important 
for us to remind one another as well (Hebrews 3:13; 10:24). Even though we know the truth, just as his original readers 
did in light of what was at stake--their eternal destiny, it is necessary to go over these ideas again and again. This 
reminds me of practicing for a specific sports game, we have to continue to revisit it over and over again. We do this 
even though we know the techniques, because we want the victory. For this exact reason, Christians should never 
get tired of hearing the basics of the Christian life. We should rejoice every time Jesus Christ and His gospel and plan 
for our lives are preached. 
 
I pray as we are reminded daily throughout our quiet times and in our circumstances that we humbly rejoice in the 
fact that He provides us everything we need (verse 3) if we just have the eyes to see and the ears to hear. I think of 
today and this worldwide pandemic. He has stopped us from the busyness and chaotic schedules we create for 
ourselves, and provided us with more time. I don’t know exactly what that looks like for you, but I do know it is an 
amazing time to learn and grow in our faith, to be the hands and feet of Christ, and most of all, to rejoice and be 
thankful for what He is teaching and showing each of us in this season.  
  
Friends, let's rejoice in the remembrance of Jesus and what He wants and continues to show us in our lives! 
 

Questions: 

1. Have you had anything in your life you have felt called to do but have put off?  
 

2. Are you good at “religious duties” or do you consider it pure joy to serve and love others?  
 

3. Do you have a heart like Peter? Is your main goal to make sure that everyone around you knows the gospel?  

 


