
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  2 JOHN 1-13 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1 The elder to the elect lady and her children, whom I love in truth, and not only I, but also all who know the truth, 2 

because of the truth that abides in us and will be with us forever: 3 Grace, mercy, and peace will be with us, from God 

the Father and from Jesus Christ the Father's Son, in truth and love. 4 I rejoiced greatly to find some of your children 

walking in the truth, just as we were commanded by the Father. 5 And now I ask you, dear lady—not as though I were 

writing you a new commandment, but the one we have had from the beginning—that we love one another. 6 And 

this is love, that we walk according to his commandments; this is the commandment, just as you have heard from the 

beginning, so that you should walk in it. 7 For many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who do not 

confess the coming of Jesus Christ in the flesh. Such a one is the deceiver and the antichrist. 8 Watch yourselves, so 

that you may not lose what we have worked for, but may win a full reward. 9 Everyone who goes on ahead and does 

not abide in the teaching of Christ, does not have God. Whoever abides in the teaching has both the Father and the 

Son. 10 If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not receive him into your house or give him any 

greeting, 11 for whoever greets him takes part in his wicked works. 12 Though I have much to write to you, I would 

rather not use paper and ink. Instead I hope to come to you and talk face to face, so that our joy may be complete. 13 

The children of your elect sister greet you. 

 

DEVOTIONAL FOR 2 JOHN 1-13 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 AUTHOR: KELLEY BACHTEL 

 

John mentions the word “truth” 5 times in the first four verses of this letter.  He also tells us that truth abides in us and 
will be with us forever.  When we see that God is truth and God is love (1 John 4:8), we find grace, mercy and peace. 
Lately, the Lord has gently revealed one of my sin struggles that, when examined with Biblical truth, shows me His 

 



 
grace, mercy and peace.  I struggle with pride.  It’s a sin that most don’t notice about me and it usually starts with 
“Can I help you with that?” I refuse help at times until I am left picking up the pieces.  I feel like a burden to ask for 
help in certain scenarios, like carrying things to my car.  I can often deny others the blessing of serving.   
 
John’s instructions to the recipients of this letter is to walk in the truth.  John 14:6 says Jesus said to him, “I am the 
way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” Jesus is truth and we are to walk 
according to his commandments. We are to love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength and also to love our 
neighbor as ourselves (Mark 12:30-31).  We need both truth and love.  When we love without truth we neglect to see 
sin for what it is. However, if we speak truth without love we resemble the older brother in the prodigal son narrative 
(Luke 15:11-32). John presents us with three tests of our faith: truth, righteousness and love.   
 
John also finds great joy to hear that his children are walking in the truth. There is no better place than to be walking 
with the Lord.  While we seek to abide daily in the truth of God’s word, he will reveal His sound doctrine.  We will be 
able to discern “false teachers”, whether in the world, in our families, on social media or in the church. And He will 
enable us to stand on Biblical truth in how we speak, live and love others (Romans 12:2).  
 
God gives us new life in Christ, and the Spirit reveals our sin and helps us understand the Word.  What a beautiful 
picture of God’s grace, mercy and peace!  The Lord desires us to work toward Biblical truth in every aspect of our 
life. I can work through my struggle of pride knowing God is greater than my heart and I can have confidence in 
approaching Him. (1 John 3:19-22)  
 
 
Questions: 
 

1. Is there a Biblical truth that you struggle to walk in? (e.g. worry, pride, laziness and anger) If nothing comes to 
mind, pray that the Lord would search and know you. (Psalm 139: 23-24) 
 

2. Read 2 John 6 again.  How does this definition of love differ from the world’s definition?  
 

3. John wraps up the letter by stating he wanted to meet them face to face.  Are there conversations that are 
handled better in person?  Explain. 
 
 

 

 


