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1 Now it is superfluous for me to write to you about the ministry for the saints, 2 for I know your readiness, of which I

boast about you to the people of Macedonia, saying that Achaia has been ready since last year. And your zeal has

stirred up most of them. 3 But I am sending the brothers so that our boasting about you may not prove empty in this

matter, so that you may be ready, as I said you would be. 4 Otherwise, if some Macedonians come with me and find

that you are not ready, we would be humiliated — to say nothing of you — for being so confident. 5 So I thought it

necessary to urge the brothers to go on ahead to you and arrange in advance for the gift you have promised, so that

it may be ready as a willing gift, not as an exaction.

6 The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap

bountifully. 7 Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a

cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all

times, you may abound in every good work. 9 As it is written,

“He has distributed freely, he has given to the poor;

his righteousness endures forever.”

10 He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase

the harvest of your righteousness. 11 You will be enriched in every way to be generous in every way, which through

us will produce thanksgiving to God. 12 For the ministry of this service is not only supplying the needs of the saints

but is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God. 13 By their approval of this service, they will glorify God

because of your submission that comes from your confession of the gospel of Christ, and the generosity of your

contribution for them and for all others, 14 while they long for you and pray for you, because of the surpassing grace

of God upon you. 15 Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift!
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In my small, little raised-bed garden, I rejoice daily over the tomatoes that appear in abundance. Their bright red
color catches my eye, and the fresh flavor awakens my senses. We eat them in salads, salsas, and as a quick snack
with salt. I share as much as I can with my neighbors while they are still ripe. I haven’t learned how to preserve them
because we eat them almost as quickly as they are brought into the house. I also haven’t learned to harvest their
seeds, but I have read that one tomato can produce 150 to 300 seeds! If properly prepared, the seeds can last in a
dry state for up to 10 years!

The planting and harvesting season leads me to consider my grandparents, who, out of necessity, would store up
portions of their yearly harvest to be able to plant again the following year. They prepared jars and jars of canned
tomatoes, squash, pears, pickles, and okra that lined the enclosed porch for eating when winter came or to share
with the neighboring families. I’m amazed at the big picture of planting bountifully in the spring that leads to a
bountiful harvest in the fall, providing for our basic needs and the needs of our friends.

Paul teaches the Corinthians a critical lesson in generosity: “ .. .whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and
whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully” (2 Corinthians 9:6). The people of Corinth would completely
understand this idea of planting much to harvest much. A sparsely sown field would yield little, while a farmer who
plants in abundance will have a harvest that can be shared.

As you and I consider Paul’s encouragement to be generous with our gifts, we must understand our own economics.
Income generated from an employment or from a personal business generally has certain deductions such as our
tithes, savings, mortgages, car payments, food, and clothing costs. What is left is called our profit margin - the
percentage of our earnings that remains after all costs, taxes, and other expenses have been deducted. It is within
our profit margin that we can consider additional giving opportunities. “Each one must give as he has decided in his
heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:7).

The church in Corinth had made a commitment to send a voluntary gift to Jerusalem to support the ministry of the
saints. The promise to share of their abundance was a joy and relief to the church in Jerusalem, and it enriched the
givers “in every way” (2 Corinthians 9:11) because of their great generosity.



Questions:

1. How can you meet the needs of others when you might lack the funds? Have you considered providing a
helping hand, making a meal, caring for a friend’s children, or tutoring a student?

2. Read Mark 12:41-44. What amount of giving is enough? Who do you identify most with in this story?

3. Think about a gift you have received that has met your needs perfectly. How can you demonstrate your
gratitude to the giver? Look for ways to “pay it forward” this week.


