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16 But thanks be to God, who put into the heart of Titus the same earnest care I have for you. 17 For he not only

accepted our appeal, but being himself very earnest he is going to you of his own accord. 18 With him we are

sending the brother who is famous among all the churches for his preaching of the gospel. 19 And not only that, but

he has been appointed by the churches to travel with us as we carry out this act of grace that is being ministered by

us, for the glory of the Lord himself and to show our good will. 20 We take this course so that no one should blame

us about this generous gift that is being administered by us, 21 for we aim at what is honorable not only in the Lord's

sight but also in the sight of man. 22 And with them we are sending our brother whom we have often tested and

found earnest in many matters, but who is now more earnest than ever because of his great confidence in you. 23 As

for Titus, he is my partner and fellow worker for your benefit. And as for our brothers, they are messengers of the

churches, the glory of Christ. 24 So give proof before the churches of your love and of our boasting about you to

these men.
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You can always tell who has done the grocery shopping for our family. When I go, I stay within the budget. Snacks
include wheat crackers, carrots sticks, and low-sodium pretzels. When my husband shops we may not always end up
with the vegetables, but things like frosted animal crackers and ice cream always seem to make it into the cart. While
I tend to give him a hard time because he doesn’t steward our grocery budget in the same way I would, those frosted
animal crackers sure do taste good.



David Guzik wrote, “Paul could write like a poet and think like a theologian; but he could also act with the meticulous
accuracy and integrity of the best accountant.” Paul is writing to the Corinthians, preparing to send Titus to collect a
financial gift. Paul knows that dealing with money could bring about gossip and dishonesty and is teaching the
Corinthians how to handle money within the church body. The Corinthians aren’t handing their money over to just
anyone, Titus has proven to be trustworthy and isn’t holding onto their money without accountability. Titus is taking
another trustworthy person with him, allowing an extra set of eyes to ensure that money is handled well and doesn't
become an opportunity for temptation. Paul reminds the Corinthians to give generously, knowing that their money
will be used in a way that glorifies God.

Scripture has a lot to say about how we should handle money within the body. Luke 12:2 says, “Nothing is hidden that
will not be revealed, and nothing is secret that will not be made known.” Where money is concerned, there should
always be accountability with nothing hidden. Our church leadership follows Paul’s advice where money is
concerned, keeping careful accountability and transparency in the way our funds are used. Unlike my husband in the
snack aisle with our grocery budget, our leaders have proven to be trustworthy. Like the Corinthians, we can give
joyfully and abundantly, knowing that our gifts will be managed in a way that brings glory to God.

Questions:

1. Do you know of any situations where money has provided an opportunity for dishonesty or drama? What
could have prevented this situation?

2. Why is it important to be generous in giving to our own church body?

3. What is one way our gifts are utilized to bring glory to God within our own church body?


