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1 We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among the churches of Macedonia, 2
for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of
generosity on their part. 3 For they gave according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their
own accord, 4 begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints— 5 and this, not as we
expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of God to us.6 Accordingly, we urged Titus
that as he had started, so he should complete among you this act of grace. 7 But as you excel in everything—in faith,
in speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, and in our love for you—see that you excel in this act of grace also. 8 I say
this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others that your love also is genuine. 9 For you know the
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty
might become rich. 10 And in this matter I give my judgment: this benefits you, who a year ago started not only to do
this work but also to desire to do it. 11 So now finish doing it as well, so that your readiness in desiring it may be
matched by your completing it out of what you have. 12 For if the readiness is there, it is acceptable according to
what a person has, not according to what he does not have. 13 For I do not mean that others should be eased and
you burdened, but that as a matter of fairness 14 your abundance at the present time should supply their need, so
that their abundance may supply your need, that there may be fairness. 15 As it is written, “Whoever gathered much
had nothing left over, and whoever gathered little had no lack.”
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Paul opens this passage by telling the Corinthians that the church of Macedonia had given abundantly to the
Christians in Jerusalem, despite going through difficult times themselves. The Christians in Jerusalem were going
through a famine as a result of a severe drought. Paul appealed to the Gentiles, asking them to give to their brothers
and sisters in Jerusalem. Even though the Macedonian Christians were going through persecution and poverty, they
willingly and joyfully gave to the Christians in Jerusalem. Why were they so willing to give despite the fact they had
very little to give?



It all comes down to the grace of God. We know that grace is a gift we have received that we do not deserve. Jesus
left the richness of heaven and came to earth to die for our sins, making us sons and daughters of God (Romans 5:8).
The Macedonians were able to give generously because they first gave themselves to God. This is what God wants
from us, to give of ourselves. It is not about money. It is about giving from our hearts (Colossians 3:23-24). When we
do that, the desire to give becomes a natural thing.

Today’s society seems to focus more on those who are self-serving. Society has an attitude that we deserve to have
nice things. We deserve to treat ourselves. We need the newest and best technology. We clothe ourselves with
designer labels. We replace things that are broken rather than repairing them. Service to others isn’t always a priority.
It takes time. Many of us pack our schedules with so many things that trying to find time to serve seems daunting.
Statistics show that the average American Christian donates 2.5% of their income, which is less than the 3.3% that
Americans were donating during the Great Depression. It is said that things that we spend our money on reveal the
things that are important to us, or in many cases, it reveals the idols in our lives. What does that say about you? Upon
reflection, I realize I need to spend less on iced lattes and t-shirts and give more back to my church.

The last two years have been hard on everyone. Despite this, we live in one of the wealthiest countries in the world
and we live our lives with great privilege compared to other.s, Most do not give like the Macedonians did in this
passage. This passage reminds us that Christ gave everything for us to receive the richness of salvation (2 Corinthians
8:9). Only through Christ do we have jobs that provide us income and the resources to provide for our families. It is so
easy to get caught up in our worldly needs and not give back to the One who provided it all for us.

The mission of Stonepoint Church is to connect to God, connect to others, connect in service, and connect to the
world. Each of those involve giving. When we give our lives and hearts over to God, we connect with Him. When we
connect with others, we give up time to join a group of believers and walk in life with others. Connecting in service
means we are giving of our skills, our time, and our resources to serve the body of Christ. Finally, when we connect
to the world we give in service, resources, and time to share the word of God and give back to our communities and
missions around the world.  Giving is multifaceted, and simply put, giving is sharing the grace of God with others.



Questions:

1. How are you serving our local body of believers?  Are you connected with the church and serving on a
ministry team?  If not, what is holding you back? You can sign up online at
http://stonepointchurch.com/serve.

2. What in your life are you placing before God when it comes to giving?  Have you talked to God about your
giving?  You can easily give online to Stonepoint Church at http://stonepointchurch.com/give

3. Are there other ways you feel called to give back to the body of Christ?

http://stonepointchurch.com/serve
http://stonepointchurch.com/give

