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2 Make room in your hearts for us. We have wronged no one, we have corrupted no one, we have taken advantage of
no one. 3 I do not say this to condemn you, for I said before that you are in our hearts, to die together and to live
together. 4 I am acting with great boldness toward you; I have great pride in you; I am filled with comfort. In all our
affliction, I am overflowing with joy. 5 For even when we came into Macedonia, our bodies had no rest, but we were
afflicted at every turn—fighting without and fear within. 6 But God, who comforts the downcast, comforted us by the
coming of Titus, 7 and not only by his coming but also by the comfort with which he was comforted by you, as he
told us of your longing, your mourning, your zeal for me, so that I rejoiced still more. 8 For even if I made you grieve
with my letter, I do not regret it—though I did regret it, for I see that that letter grieved you, though only for a while. 9
As it is, I rejoice, not because you were grieved, but because you were grieved into repenting. For you felt a godly
grief, so that you suffered no loss through us. 10 For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation
without regret, whereas worldly grief produces death. 11 For see what earnestness this godly grief has produced in
you, but also what eagerness to clear yourselves, what indignation, what fear, what longing, what zeal, what
punishment! At every point you have proved yourselves innocent in the matter. 12 So although I wrote to you, it was
not for the sake of the one who did the wrong, nor for the sake of the one who suffered the wrong, but in order that
your earnestness for us might be revealed to you in the sight of God. 13 Therefore we are comforted. And besides
our own comfort, we rejoiced still more at the joy of Titus, because his spirit has been refreshed by you all. 14 For
whatever boasts I made to him about you, I was not put to shame. But just as everything we said to you was true, so
also our boasting before Titus has proved true. 15 And his affection for you is even greater, as he remembers the
obedience of you all, how you received him with fear and trembling. 16 I rejoice, because I have complete confidence
in you.
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The words “I’m sorry” can take on so many meanings. One year at a Student Camp we attended, students were
allowed to choose activities for the afternoon. One choice was a camping class that would include true outdoor
camping the last evening of the week. As we gathered with the leaders of the camp, they requested a willing group
leader to drive them to the camp site and camp with the kids. After many minutes of silence, I raised my hand and



volunteered our church bus. However, I couldn’t drive the bus, which left Brandon and another leader with the job of
a very hot, middle of summer camping trip with a bunch of kids they didn’t know. I’ve said “I’m sorry” many times, but I
still laugh each time I say it. My laughter still leads to some questions surrounding my repentance, and though we
still chuckle about this, my example sums up how often saying “I’m sorry” doesn’t necessarily lead to lasting change
and repentance.

Paul addressed the Corinthians in his first letter with the purpose of leading them to godly repentance. He desired
for them to recognize their misdeeds and turn to walk with Christ. This was not easy for Paul and he completely
trusted the Lord for the outcome. Paul knew that the Corinthians needed time to allow the Lord to work in their lives.
His letter might have made them sorrowful, but in the end it led to repentance. Hebrews 12:11 says, “For the moment
all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who
have been trained by it.” Paul’s hard conversation led to godly repentance. It was an encouragement to hear Titus’
report of how the Corinthian church was making strides in the right direction!

In re:generation, participants are asked to write repentance plans which are a tool that helps them identify struggles
and develop next steps on how to turn from sin and turn to Christ. One of my repentance plans outlines ways that I
often seek the approval of man. When I seek to please others, whether it be my family or co-workers, I am bound to
be disappointed, and it really is unfair to the person I am trying to value. This struggle comes in many different forms,
but one example is feeling like I am not a good enough wife and mother. I look to others in comparison of what
“good” looks like and it leads me searching after pats on the back. When the praise runs out, I am left feeling
disappointed. On the other hand, godly grief doesn’t just lead to sorrow that is sad over the situations I am in, but one
that leads to repentance. This type of repentance surrenders the struggle to Christ. It allows me to recognize the root
issue, which is codependency. Then, I turn from my struggle, and turn to Christ. My gaze becomes fixed on the one
who is worthy of all praise. Our repentance plans should always value who God is, and how He views us through His
eyes. What does this type of repentance produce? An eagerness to live a life worthy of the calling of Christ!

Questions:

1. Repentance allows us to recognize sin, become sorrowful over it and make amends. Is there a difference
between “I’m sorry” and asking for forgiveness? How does repentance fit in the picture?

2. Read 2 Timothy 2:22. What should we be in pursuit of, and with whom?

3. Have you considered walking through re:generation? Have questions about it? Come join us- Monday nights
at 7pm on the Wills Point Campus.


