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14 Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For what partnership has righteousness with lawlessness? Or what

fellowship has light with darkness? 15 What accord has Christ with Belial? Or what portion does a believer share with

an unbeliever? 16 What agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God; as God

said, “I will make my dwelling among them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my

people. 17 Therefore go out from their midst, and be separate from them, says the Lord and touch no unclean thing;

then I will welcome you, 18 and I will be a father to you, and you shall be sons and daughters to me says the Lord

Almighty.”

7:1 Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement of body and spirit,

bringing holiness to completion in the fear of God.
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When it was time to plow the fields or move a heavy wagon, a man would hook up his team of burden bearing beasts
to do the job. I can just imagine the odd looks a merchant or farmer would get bringing his wagon into town if he had
an ox and a goat yoked together to pull his wares. This uneven yoking would make the ox’s job harder, as well as
cause much trouble for the wagon driver and the goat being dragged along.

Paul is speaking of such uneven yokings in the church. It could be as simple as inviting a person with a different belief
to come share that with the body, or as complicated as a marriage between a believer in Christ and an atheist. Trying
to put two opposing ideologies together makes life hard. Paul uses such opposites as light and darkness, Christ and
the devil, and the temple of God and idols to make this point.

A dangerous thing like religious syncretism (taking two beliefs and blending them together) is what tends to happen
when the church yokes itself to those that do not share their ideas. In Paul’s day, it was the Gnostics and their ideas of



Aeons and the material versus the immaterial. Today, we have humanism and existentialism (the belief of “I think,
therefore I am”).

2 Timothy 4:3-4 says, “For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears
they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth
and wander off into myths.”

We, as the church, cannot allow the things of this world to drag us away from the truth. Our minds are so capable of
great imaginings and fantasy, that we can get lost in them, as many people are today. We must be yoked to Jesus
Christ, every one of us. In Matthew 11:28-30, Jesus says, “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for
your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

Questions:

1. What or who have you yoked yourself to?

2. Are you leading others to Christ, or are you allowing yourself to be led to what the world has to offer?

3. “For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” Matthew 11:30. Do you find yourself weighed down by your life?
Perhaps you have not thrown off the yoke of the world. If so, share this with your Journey Group and seek
biblical guidance.


