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1 Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in vain. 2 For he says, “In a

favorable time I listened to you, and in a day of salvation I have helped you.” Behold, now is the favorable time;

behold, now is the day of salvation. 3 We put no obstacle in anyone's way, so that no fault may be found with our

ministry, 4 but as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: by great endurance, in afflictions, hardships,

calamities, 5 beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; 6 by purity, knowledge, patience,

kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love; 7 by truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of

righteousness for the right hand and for the left; 8 through honor and dishonor, through slander and praise. We are

treated as impostors, and yet are true; 9 as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold, we live; as punished,

and yet not killed; 10 as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, yet

possessing everything. 11 We have spoken freely to you, Corinthians; our heart is wide open. 12 You are not restricted

by us, but you are restricted in your own affections. 13 In return (I speak as to children) widen your hearts also.
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Are you a multiplier or a diminisher? I am currently reading a book about two types of leaders; one type multiplies,
and one type diminishes. We all are leaders in some way because we all have influence over someone. How we use
that influence determines if that person or group grows or diminishes. We have the same opportunity with our
ministry.  The integrity that we apply to our lives will determine how our ministry either thrives or dies.



We have the ability to have a positive influence on people when we are being genuine and sincere. When we
operate with integrity, they know that the truth is being presented. If we don’t model the truth, then our ministry and
integrity come into question. Paul lists out all the hardships he has faced and how, no matter what, he never swayed
from the truth of the gospel. He knew the time was now for salvation to be spread to all the world!

God gives us all that we need in order to face the trials of life that can impact our integrity and ultimately impact our
ministry. When we feel the temptation to fall prey to the world, we can rest in knowing that God gave us a way to
overcome that temptation and keep our integrity intact. In Proverbs 2:21-22, we are told that those who are upright
and have integrity will remain in the land, but those who are wicked will be removed.

Paul used the gifts that God blessed him with to really multiply his ministry and ultimately multiply the spreading of
the gospel to all the world. If Paul hadn’t kept his ways upright, his entire ministry would have fallen, and ultimately
God would not have been glorified! He would have diminished the impact of the gospel by his actions.

Questions:

1. Are your actions multiplying your ministry or diminishing it?

2. When you face the trials of life, are you joyful in them, thanking God for them?

3. Are there things holding you back from having a bigger impact with your ministry and spreading the gospel?


