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11 Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others. But what we are is known to God, and I hope it is

known also to your conscience. 12 We are not commending ourselves to you again but giving you cause to boast

about us, so that you may be able to answer those who boast about outward appearance and not about what is in

the heart. 13 For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. 14 For the love of

Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all have died; 15 and he died

for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised.

16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ according

to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has

passed away; behold, the new has come. 18 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and

gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their

trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for

Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 For our sake

he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
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There once was a king. He had many servants. Over the course of time, one particular servant had accumulated debt
that amounted to more than a lifetime’s worth of wages. It was a debt he could never repay. So when the king came
to him to settle the debt and the servant could not pay, the king ordered that the servant, his wife, his children, and all
that he had, be sold so the debt could be paid. The servant immediately fell to his knees and begged the king to
have mercy on him, and he promised to find a way to pay his debt. Out of pity for his servant, the king released him
and forgave the debt completely.



No sooner than when the servant left the king’s presence did he come in contact with a man, a fellow servant, who
owed him about 3 month’s worth of wages. The servant grabbed this man, almost choking him, and demanded that
he pay what he owed immediately. His fellow servant fell down and pleaded for mercy and promised to pay all that
he owed. But the servant, who had been forgiven everything, refused his plea and had him put in prison until he
could repay his debt.

When the king found out what this servant had done to his fellow servant, he summoned him and said, “You wicked
servant! I have forgiven you everything, a debt you never could’ve repaid, and yet you could not have mercy on your
fellow servant?” In the king’s anger, he delivered his servant to be put in prison until he paid his debt in full.

As I read today’s passage, I could not help but think about this sobering parable that Jesus shared with his disciples in
Matthew 18:23-35. Everyone of us, like the king’s servant, owe a debt we could never repay. Our sin, whether we think
of it as great or small, deserves death (Romans 6:23). But Christ, as a demonstration of God’s love and mercy, while we
were still sinners, died in our place (Romans 5:8). He fully satisfied the demand of our debt, our sin. Because of that,
we have been reconciled to God (2 Corinthians 5:17-18). Our sin no longer separates us from a holy God because
Christ has made us holy by taking our place on the cross, removing our sin (verse 21). As a result, we have been
entrusted with the message of reconciliation to others. We ARE ambassadors of reconciliation (verse 20).

When we do not forgive others, and pursue unity and reconciliation, we are no different than the king’s wicked
servant who was given everything and yet could have mercy on no one. I pray that our hearts would fully understand
the weight of our sin against a perfect God, rejoice in what Christ has done for us, and compel us, like Paul, to no
longer live for ourselves but for Him who died and was raised for our sake (verse 15).

Questions:

1. Read Matthew 18:23-35 in your Bible to get the full story. What stands out to you in this passage? Is the Lord
convicting you in any way?

2. Is there someone that you are having a difficult time forgiving? Maybe you say you have forgiven them, but
you don’t want to have a relationship with them. How does 2 Corinthians 5:11-21 speak to that?

3. Do you need help walking through forgiveness and reconciliation in a particular situation? Please reach out to
pastoraloffice@stonepointchurch.com.
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