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1 For we know that if the tent that is our earthly home is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made

with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2 For in this tent we groan, longing to put on our heavenly dwelling, 3 if indeed by

putting it on[a] we may not be found naked. 4 For while we are still in this tent, we groan, being burdened—not that

we would be unclothed, but that we would be further clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. 5

He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee.

6 So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord, 7

for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8 Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather be away from the body and at

home with the Lord. 9 So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. 10 For we must all

appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the

body, whether good or evil.
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The destination we pursue will determine the path we take. If you believe this life is all we have, then you will live life
recklessly and only for immediate pleasure and gratification. If you believe there is life beyond the grave and believe
there is a good God who provides true salvation, then you will look at life in a totally different way.

Paul is telling the church in verses 1-5, using a tent as a metaphor, that they are awaiting a new body. People then
and now are familiar with the purpose of a tent. A tent is a temporary house, as are our bodies. Tents wear out easily,
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as do our bodies. A tent is a dwelling place, and our body is the dwelling place for the Holy Spirit. Our eternal body
will not wear out but will last forever.

Tents, like our bodies, wear out in harsh conditions over time. In our tent, we groan in sickness and in pain. As
believers, we know there will be no more pain or sickness in our new bodies. Revelation 21:4 says, “He will wipe away
every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore,
for the former things have passed away.” As believers with aches and pains we look forward to our new bodies just as
Paul was yearning for the Lord’s return when He would give him his new body.

In verses 6-10, Paul instructs us that to be absent from the body means we are present with the Lord. While we are
here on earth, we are away from the Lord. We have prayer to communicate with God, and we have the Holy Spirit.
We will finally come into God’s presence when we die and leave this earthly body. We walk by faith, not by sight.
These are promises we do not see. We are of good courage because our faith in the Lord gives us courage.

Paul says our chief goal is to please God. You will not stand before your family, coworkers, or friends on judgment
day. Jesus is the one on the judgment seat. So, we should be doing everything to please Him, not man. We must all
stand before Christ to be judged. Sins will be brought up at this judgment to show the price Christ paid for our sins.
But that is not the focus. It is also a judgment to decide your rewards. The focus will be on your faithfulness to
service. Our deeds either have value for the kingdom of God, or they don’t. If they are worthless, they will be burned
up.  All of our rewards are because of Him and for Him.

Questions:

1. What are some things in your life that will burn up?

2. What is something you can do to build God’s kingdom this week?

3. Are you “camping” in the Lord, or are you just “glamping”?  Are you truly living for Christ, or just living a life
that appears you are living for Christ?


