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7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to God and not to us. 8 We are
afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; 9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck
down, but not destroyed; 10 always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be
manifested in our bodies. 11 For we who live are always being given over to death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of
Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. 12 So death is at work in us, but life in you. 13 Since we have the
same spirit of faith according to what has been written, “I believed, and so I spoke,” we also believe, and so we also
speak, 14 knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and bring us with you into his
presence. 15 For it is all for your sake, so that as grace extends to more and more people it may increase
thanksgiving, to the glory of God.

16 So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by day. 17 For
this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, 18 as we look not
to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things
that are unseen are eternal.
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“In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form and void, and darkness was
over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. And God said, “Let there be
light,” and there was light. And God saw that the light was good. And God separated the light from the darkness”
(Genesis 1:1-4)

Imagine the voice of God speaking light into existence, and immediately illuminating the darkness. The “treasure in
jars of clay” in our passage, refers to the verse directly proceeding. Paul explains that the same voice who
commanded light to shine out of darkness, charges His light to dwell in our hearts. The moment we acknowledge



that Jesus Christ is Lord, believe that God raised Him up from the dead, and confess our sins – making him Lord of
our lives; we are born again. And the light of His glory lives inside of us – our bodies of clay.

I liken the Spirit of God hovering over the waters, to the waters of pregnancy. As if God gave birth to the earth. So too,
when we are born again into the Kingdom of God – we are given new life. But as long as this treasure, this light, this
life remains in the temporary “jar of clay” we are still in utero, so to speak, being formed in the likeness of Christ. Paul
writes to the Galatians, “my little children, for whom I am again in the pains of childbirth until Christ is formed in you”
(Galatians 4:19).

Labor pains are hard. And as the time nears for the baby to be born, the contractions grow closer together and more
intense. Peter encourages us in his first letter to the persecuted Christians living in Asia Minor, “Beloved, do not be
surprised at the fiery trial that has come upon you, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice
inasmuch as you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when His glory is revealed” (1
Peter 4:12-13).

By faith – both Paul and Peter understood that their afflictions, their persecution, their inability to understand the fiery
trials they were asked to endure only served to strengthen and bring to maturity their inner man. That is why Paul
could confidently say in verse 14 of our passage that “He who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and
bring us with you into his presence.”

Jesus, “who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right
hand of the throne of God” (Hebrews 12:2). This same Jesus – went before us and showed us the way. He faithfully
faced the cross, knowing God would raise Him from the dead to new life. Our deepest sorrow and pain are light and
temporary compared to the joy of an eternity with Jesus. We persevere, not because it is easy – but because with
each contraction, each pain – we are being formed more and more into the likeness of our Savior. And we know with
certainty that we will shed this outer self that is wasting away, and be raised up with Him in glory.

Questions:

1. Have you ever been born again? If so, the same power that raised Christ from the dead lives in you!

2. Has life been hard? Don’t face your struggles alone. Take the next step. Reach out to
pastoraloffice@stonepointchurch.com if you are unsure what that next step is.

3. When God said, “Let there be light.” He wasn’t referring to the sun which was created on the fourth day of
Creation. Consider what this means. (John 8:12)
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