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1 Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of God, we do not lose heart. 2 But we have renounced disgraceful,

underhanded ways. We refuse to practice cunning or to tamper with God's word, but by the open statement of the

truth, we would commend ourselves to everyone's conscience in the sight of God. 3 And even if our gospel is veiled,

it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4 In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers,

to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For what we

proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake. 6 For God, who

said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in

the face of Jesus Christ.
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Having been entrusted with the ministry of reconciliation is, perhaps, the greatest gift that we have been charged
with. In today’s reading, Paul continues to help the Corinthians understand not only how great of a responsibility this
is, but also the great length he and his fellow ministers of this gospel have gone to endure faithfully to this calling.
This was not, however, the case for every preacher in those days, even those who claimed to be preachers of Jesus.
There were many, just as in our day and age, that preach either a deceptive or obscure gospel. Deceptive in that, in
their efforts to make the gospel more believable, the truth is compromised. Obscure as to make it so complicated,
legalistic, and burdensome that only a handful can comprehend.

Not much has changed since. But don’t take the easy route and start making a list in your mind of how this person,
that group, or said church fits into this or that category. Rather, take the approach Paul took, and “commend ourselves



(yourself) to everyone’s conscience in the sight of God” (verse 2). The apostle was not self-promoting by saying: you
need to believe me because of how great I am. He was making an appeal because of whom his ministry came. Paul
was pleading with the Corinthians to believe him because he was a servant of the Lord Jesus Christ. The Scripture
we’re meditating on today helps us see one more thing. Yes, we need to make every effort to make the gospel clear
and accessible to those around us, but heart transformation comes only from the Lord. He alone can “let light shine
out of darkness” (verse 6).

Questions:

1. Have you considered what gospel you are preaching with your life and speech?

2. Do you proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord?

3. Are you serving or self-promoting?


