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7 Now if the ministry of death, carved in letters on stone, came with such glory that the Israelites could not gaze at

Moses' face because of its glory, which was being brought to an end, 8 will not the ministry of the Spirit have even

more glory? 9 For if there was glory in the ministry of condemnation, the ministry of righteousness must far exceed it

in glory. 10 Indeed, in this case, what once had glory has come to have no glory at all, because of the glory that

surpasses it. 11 For if what was being brought to an end came with glory, much more will what is permanent have

glory. 12 Since we have such a hope, we are very bold, 13 not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face so that

the Israelites might not gaze at the outcome of what was being brought to an end. 14 But their minds were hardened.

For to this day, when they read the old covenant, that same veil remains unlifted, because only through Christ is it

taken away. 15 Yes, to this day whenever Moses is read a veil lies over their hearts. 16 But when one turns to the Lord,

the veil is removed. 17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18 And we all,

with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord,are being transformed into the same image from one degree of

glory to another.,  For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.
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Paul was excellent at speaking truth and was so passionate about sharing the gospel. He poured so much into the
Corinthians, yet so many of them failed to truly take hold of that truth. They had exchanged truth for the lies taught
by those who sought to destroy the message of the gospel. These Corinthians wanted to turn back to the old familiar
covenant that was based on their actions. In putting their trust in their own actions, they wanted to bring glory to
themselves. In this letter, Paul is attempting to redirect them from buying into these lies. In chapter 3, he directs them
back to the freedom and life that the new covenant (the gospel) gives (verses 8-11). In his contrast between the old
and the new covenant, he reminds them that the old covenant was one of laws and rituals that brought about
bondage and death. The law had a great purpose in showing them that even with every possible resource, they



could never break free from the bondage of sin and death, thus pointing them to their great need for a savior. The
new covenant provided the Savior and gave them a glimpse into the glory of God (the essence of who He is, the
beauty that emanates from His character).  His beautiful heart for them was displayed in the new covenant

God so graciously gives us life even when we don’t deserve it (Ephesians 2:5). It’s easy for me to look at the lives of
these Corinthians and think of them as foolish. As I reflected on the contrast between these two covenants, I am
reminded that I can be just as foolish, attempting to turn back to the old covenant that is based on external
regulations (what I do). I can so easily fall into the practice of establishing my own thoughts around what is right or
wrong or attempt to distort the gospel. The gospel is not based on my performance to God. It is based on His
character, grace, and love for me.

I am overwhelmed with thankfulness that the Lord has removed the barrier (veil) that separates us from truly knowing
His character (verse 16). He has given us His Spirit who understands His thoughts (1 Corinthians 2:11), therefore, it is
impossible to understand God without the presence of His Spirit. We simply will not trust what we do not know.
When we place ourselves in a place where the Spirit of the Lord can transform us, he graciously reveals the very
essence of who God is, enabling us to place more trust in Him as we know Him more (verse. 18). We will continually
follow what holds our affection or what we fix our eyes on. I often fix my eyes on the temporary, attempting to find
lasting peace, instead of gazing upon the permanence and freedom of what God has given me in the new covenant.
He has placed His Spirit in me and moves me to follow His commands (Ezekiel 36:27). We can’t help but look
different as we spend time in His presence. He transforms our hearts into a reflection of His image. What an honor it
is to be used as a reflection of His glory.

Questions:

1. Are there ways that you have exchanged the truth for a lie? Are you looking back to the old covenant by
focusing on your performance to God?

2. Have you placed yourself in a place of surrender where the Spirit of the Lord can transform you?

3. Have you asked the Spirit to enlighten the eyes of your heart that you may know more of God? Psalm 119:18


