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5 Now if anyone has caused pain, he has caused it not to me, but in some measure—not to put it too severely—to all

of you. 6 For such a one, this punishment by the majority is enough, 7 so you should rather turn to forgive and

comfort him, or he may be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. 8 So I beg you to reaffirm your love for him. 9 For this is

why I wrote, that I might test you and know whether you are obedient in everything. 10 Anyone whom you forgive, I

also forgive. Indeed, what I have forgiven, if I have forgiven anything, has been for your sake in the presence of Christ,

11 so that we would not be outwitted by Satan; for we are not ignorant of his designs.
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Theologian and philosopher Saint Augustine wrote, “Resentment is like drinking poison and waiting for the other
person to die.” We often fail to forgive others when we have been wronged because we believe they deserve
punishment or consequences that must be applied in this lifetime. Drinking the poison of resentment can stifle our
sanctification and turn our hearts dark as we harbor anger and bitterness towards that person. Even as Christians, we
often suffer in silence or fail to confess this to other believers, feeling sure the sin is too big to let go of. In this
passage, the Apostle Paul is addressing the church of Corinth to remind them of their need to be “obedient in
everything” (verse 9). We are instructed to forgive others just as Christ has forgiven us (Ephesians 4:32). As Christ
followers, we have daily opportunities to forgive those who hurt us: our spouse, children, parents, friends, and even
our church. Romans 12:19 states, “Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written,
‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord’.” The Lord also instructs us to confess our sins, and He will be faithful
to forgive (1 John 1:9).

On June 24, 2022, the landmark case of Roe v. Wade was overturned. The Hope Pregnancy Center in Canton held a
prayer gathering to praise the Lord for this victory. I am thankful and grateful I could be a part of it. Prayers of
thanksgiving, songs, psalms, and tears of joy were offered to the Lord. Someone said, “Please forgive us, Lord,” for
not standing up sooner to fight against this atrocity. As states make decisions and many abortion centers close, there
will be a great need for more pregnancy centers. Churches need to offer hope and healing through discipleship for



those that choose to put their faith in Jesus. Forgiveness is needed. Many pregnancy centers around the nation have
been vandalized, threats have been made, and there may be more to come. Forgiveness is needed. Even Jesus on
the cross said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing” (Luke 23:34). It is times like these
when we need to pray for the lost and wrap our arms around those that seek forgiveness. R.C. Sproul said, “When
God forgives us, we are forgiven. When God cleanses us, we are made clean. That is a cause for great celebration.”
Isaiah 1:18 says, “Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord: though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as
white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool.” Forgiveness is needed.

Questions:

1. If you or someone you know had an abortion, The Hope Pregnancy Center in Canton has a Post-Abortion
Recovery Ministry. This ministry helps men and women find forgiveness and healing in the Word of God
through confidential counseling by processing the physical, emotional, and spiritual side effects of abortion.
Contact Hope Pregnancy Center at (903) 567-6000, by email at hopepregnancy@gmail.com, or by visiting the
website at hopecanton.com

2. If someone has hurt you or damaged a relationship through abortion, forgive them just as the Lord forgave
you (Colossians 3:13).

3. Do you wonder which steps you should take next in your walk with Christ? Ask your Journey Group or reach
out to pastoraloffice@stonepointchurch.com.
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