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12 When I came to Troas to preach the gospel of Christ, even though a door was opened for me in the Lord, 13 my

spirit was not at rest because I did not find my brother Titus there. So I took leave of them and went on to Macedonia.

14 But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal procession, and through us spreads the fragrance

of the knowledge of him everywhere. 15 For we are the aroma of Christ to God among those who are being saved

and among those who are perishing, 16 to one a fragrance from death to death, to the other a fragrance from life to

life. Who is sufficient for these things? 17 For we are not, like so many, peddlers of God's word, but as men of sincerity,

as commissioned by God, in the sight of God we speak in Christ.
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There are many pillars of the faith: the apostles Peter, James, and John. Into the second and third centuries, we have
church leaders like Polycarp, Irenaeus, John Chrysostom, Augustine, et al. In my mind, none so more a pillar than the
Apostle Paul. The “go-for-broke” apostle, “all things to all people, that by all means [he] might save some … for the
sake of the gospel” (1 Corinthians 9:22-23, emphasis mine). In many ways the Apostle Paul can be seen as immovable,
always standing firm and steadfast, never shrinking from any circumstance or situation. Elsewhere in scripture, Paul
encourages the church plainly to make the most of every opportunity (Colossians 4:5). It is to that point that I find
encouragement in what Paul writes to the Corinthians here.

Often we can place leaders on pedestals - tall ones. We lift them up to a position that, in our minds, they are not
meant to fall from, resulting in our own discouragement and devastation when they inevitably do. We believe, and
rightly so, that God has appointed leaders to the position of leadership that they have and that God has gifted them in
such a way that they can teach and lead in the way that God intends. Again, rightly so. However, we can frame in our
minds an image of a spiritual leader that is untarnishable and invulnerable, and falsely believe that God has placed
that person “above” and fail to see the reality is that we have elevated that person to that place – the immovable pillar
that never falls.



Why am I encouraged? I am encouraged because none other than the rock-solid and determined in all
circumstances, Apostle Paul, reveals a vulnerability and “chink in his armor” that “pillars” are not meant to have. Upon
coming to Troas, he literally tells us that “even though a door was opened for me in the Lord … I took leave of them.”
How could this happen? Shouldn’t a preacher, teacher, and evangelist the likes of Paul leap upon such an
opportunity? He confesses that his “spirit was not at rest.” He found himself to be troubled in such a way that anxiety
gripped him with an inability to “rest.” The word literally means “a loosening” or “a relaxing.” He was so tense that he
couldn’t minister to the people.

We all could say we have experienced such tense moments in our days, or weeks, or months even. But leaders on
our pedestals are not meant to, for some reason. Yet Paul reveals his humanity! A vulnerability that, for a time in
Troas, rendered him ineffective for ministry. (Something could also be said for his wisdom to see that and move on.)
But what he said following is equally encouraging. He says, “But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in
triumphal procession, and through us spreads a fragrance of the knowledge of him everywhere.” Though for a
moment, it would seem that none other than Paul missed an opportunity. But the Lord doesn’t simply close doors
that we fail to walk through. After being comforted (2 Corinthians 7:5ff) and going on to Macedonia and later returning
to Troas, he found the door to still be open; he found a soil no less fertile than when he passed through before (Acts
20:5-11).

May we remove our leaders from the pedestals we’ve placed them on, recognizing that vulnerability exists in them as
much as it does in ourselves. May we be the comfort that comforts them in their lack of rest. Often enough, that
comfort can be given by allowing them to come down and move on. And above all, may we give thanks to God for
our leaders, and thank God that all things come down to His time.

Questions:

1. In what ways could you be putting spiritual leaders in your life on a pedestal? Are they allowed to be
vulnerable before you? In what ways can you allow them to be, or encourage them to be?

2. Are you thankful for your leaders? Do they know it?

3. What doors have been opened to you that you are not walking through? Ask the Lord to show you. Has He
prompted you to be vulnerable in these in areas? Practice vulnerability by confessing those areas to your
community or other believers that you trust.


