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1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, To the church of God that is at Corinth,

with all the saints who are in the whole of Achaia: 2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus

Christ. 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, 4 who

comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction, with the comfort

with which we ourselves are comforted by God. 5 For as we share abundantly in Christ's sufferings, so through Christ

we share abundantly in comfort too. 6 If we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation; and if we are comforted,

it is for your comfort, which you experience when you patiently endure the same sufferings that we suffer. 7 Our hope

for you is unshaken, for we know that as you share in our sufferings, you will also share in our comfort. 8 For we do

not want you to be unaware, brothers,[b] of the affliction we experienced in Asia. For we were so utterly burdened

beyond our strength that we despaired of life itself. 9 Indeed, we felt that we had received the sentence of death. But

that was to make us rely not on ourselves but on God who raises the dead. 10 He delivered us from such a deadly

peril, and he will deliver us. On him we have set our hope that he will deliver us again. 11 You also must help us by

prayer, so that many will give thanks on our behalf for the blessing granted us through the prayers of many.
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How many of us truly love suffering, like “pile it on, more pain please.” No one, right? This is why the promise of
suffering, affliction, and trials (James 1:2, John 16:33, Romans 5:3-5) is a promise we like to breeze on by when we read
it. Not only are we promised to have it, but we are told to consider it a joy. Our passage today is a great explanation of
why it should be considered joy, as hard as that seems.

In verses, 3-7 Paul speaks about the comfort in God for our afflictions and why God might allow us to endure
suffering. Verse 4 says that the God of comfort comforts us in our affliction so that we can, in turn, comfort others who



are in affliction with the comfort we receive from God. Have you ever experienced this? God’s comfort in our lives isn’t
just for us, it’s also for us to be used for His glory to comfort others. As you’re reading this, I’m 37 weeks pregnant with
our second child. Some of you know our story, but it's been a long process of loss, pain, and waiting on God for this
beautiful baby girl He has given us. When I got to the point where I could let go of my pride and be open with my
pain and receive comfort from others, God put several women in my life to pour out His comfort. Women who had
dealt with their own pain and suffering in this area. God had comforted their hearts and they, in turn, were able to pour
out that same comfort in my life. Just a couple of months ago I had a friend come to me, dealing with the pain of her
own loss, and I was able to turn around and do the same for her. This is how God intended us to work as the body, to
encourage and comfort one another through trials and pain.

Another reason God allows us to experience affliction is that it draws us closer to Him and, ultimately, builds up the
body. Paul says in verse 6 that his affliction is for their (the Corinthian church’s) comfort and salvation. What does he
really mean by that? Romans 5:3-5 says that enduring suffering produces perseverance, character, and hope. So
when we suffer, Christ uses that to draw us closer to Him and to make us stronger. Practically speaking, the trials and
suffering that Paul endured and the comfort he received from God made him stronger and more resolute in his
mission to share the gospel with the world. This led directly to the comfort and salvation of the Corinthian church.
God wants to comfort us and draw us closer to Him through our trials and suffering.

Questions:

1. Can you think of a time someone shared the comfort of God with you? What about a time that you were able
to comfort others with the comfort you had received from God?

2. Has there been a time when suffering drew you closer to God? Can you see how He used that to further His
kingdom? Does that make it any easier to endure suffering?

3. Do you “consider it joy” when you endure trials and suffering? If not, take some time and ask God to work on
your heart in this area.


