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1 I wish you would bear with me in a little foolishness. Do bear with me! 2 For I feel a divine jealousy for you, since I

betrothed you to one husband, to present you as a pure virgin to Christ. 3 But I am afraid that as the serpent deceived

Eve by his cunning, your thoughts will be led astray from a sincere and pure devotion to Christ. 4 For if someone

comes and proclaims another Jesus than the one we proclaimed, or if you receive a different spirit from the one you

received, or if you accept a different gospel from the one you accepted, you put up with it readily enough. 5 Indeed, I

consider that I am not in the least inferior to these super-apostles. 6 Even if I am unskilled in speaking, I am not so in

knowledge; indeed, in every way we have made this plain to you in all things. 7 Or did I commit a sin in humbling

myself so that you might be exalted, because I preached God's gospel to you free of charge? 8 I robbed other

churches by accepting support from them in order to serve you. 9 And when I was with you and was in need, I did not

burden anyone, for the brothers who came from Macedonia supplied my need. So I refrained and will refrain from

burdening you in any way. 10 As the truth of Christ is in me, this boasting of mine will not be silenced in the regions of

Achaia. 11 And why? Because I do not love you? God knows I do! 12 And what I am doing I will continue to do, in order

to undermine the claim of those who would like to claim that in their boasted mission they work on the same terms

as we do. 13 For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. 14 And

no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. 15 So it is no surprise if his servants, also, disguise

themselves as servants of righteousness. Their end will correspond to their deeds.
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I see in these verses that Paul knows who he is in the Lord. He boasts in his weaknesses, in his knowledge of the
word, and in his sharing of the gospel. Now, to know the word of God that well, you can see that he must have put in
many hours of studying, memorizing, and applying it.



As their spiritual father, he is asking them to guard their thoughts. He is comparing this to Eve being deceived by the
Serpent. There is a danger of being led astray from a sincere and pure devotion to Christ (verse 3). If we look at the
phrase “be led astray”, it means in simple terms that by our thoughts we could behave badly or foolishly. Without
God’s word, we will act unwisely. Suddenly, our opinions or feelings might seem to make more sense. Think about it:
what nerve to say that my thoughts are better than the wisdom of the one who created the heavens and the earth.

There were two definitions of this phrase in the Blue Letter Bible that impressed me. One was, “to lead away a
Christian church from that state of knowledge and holiness in which it ought to abide.” The last words pierced my
heart. It is our obligation to abide in the truth. It is my duty to have my thoughts dwell in His word. The second
definition in the Bible dictionary explains that “in the opinion of the Jews, the temple was corrupted or "destroyed"
when anyone defiled it or in the slightest degree damaged anything in it, or if its guardians neglected their duties.”

Nowadays, we could see Paul as a super-apostle, but apparently, there were other “super-apostles” in the church of
Corinth. They were the new shiny thing. Paul is not only reproaching the super-apostles, but in verse 4, he is going a
step higher than that by pointing out the danger of holding up the “new” thing. We are many times so impressed by
the new thing, yet we should be impressed by the one that has been there before time—the one who existed before
the creation of the world - God.

Paul’s steady vision encourages me in verse 10: “As the truth of Christ is in me, this boasting of mine will not be
silenced in the regions of Achaia.” He was referring to continuing his work throughout all the geographical regions
where Corinth was. He ends in verse 12a with, “And what I am doing I will continue to do...” Paul persevered in
preaching the gospel by having his eyes and thoughts fixed on Jesus. What an example! I think he still keeps the
“title” of the super-apostle.

Questions:

1. Is there anything shiny in your life that you need to surrender to God and confess to your biblical community?

2. Are you abiding daily in the word of God?

3. How can you share the gospel this week?


