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1 I, Paul, myself entreat you, by the meekness and gentleness of Christ—I who am humble when face to face with
you, but bold toward you when I am away!— 2 I beg of you that when I am present I may not have to show boldness
with such confidence as I count on showing against some who suspect us of walking according to the flesh. 3 For
though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the flesh. 4 For the weapons of our warfare are not
of the flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds. 5 We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised
against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ, 6 being ready to punish every
disobedience, when your obedience is complete. 7 Look at what is before your eyes. If anyone is confident that he is
Christ's, let him remind himself that just as he is Christ's, so also are we. 8 For even if I boast a little too much of our
authority, which the Lord gave for building you up and not for destroying you, I will not be ashamed. 9 I do not want to
appear to be frightening you with my letters. 10 For they say, “His letters are weighty and strong, but his bodily
presence is weak, and his speech of no account.” 11 Let such a person understand that what we say by letter when
absent, we do when present. 12 Not that we dare to classify or compare ourselves with some of those who are
commending themselves. But when they measure themselves by one another and compare themselves with one
another, they are without understanding. But we will not boast beyond limits, but will boast only with regard to the
area of influence God assigned to us, to reach even to you. 14 For we are not overextending ourselves, as though we
did not reach you. For we were the first to come all the way to you with the gospel of Christ. 15 We do not boast
beyond limit in the labors of others. But our hope is that as your faith increases, our area of influence among you may
be greatly enlarged, 16 so that we may preach the gospel in lands beyond you, without boasting of work already
done in another's area of influence. 17 “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 18 For it is not the one who
commends himself who is approved, but the one whom the Lord commends.
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Have you ever had to send an email to get a point across? I know when I was in the corporate world, if an in-person
meeting wasn't possible, an e-mail would have to suffice. Though normally a face-to-face meeting would have been
better, a boldly-written email could be received and heard better. I say could, because quite often it would not be



received. The perception of me in person (meek and soft spoken) did not reflect the me (bold and to the point) in
email.

In Chapter 10, Paul seems to put it into high gear with the last part of his letter to the Christians of Corinth. The
Corinthians seem to think Paul is contradicting himself. In person, meek, but in his absence, bold. The understanding
should be that what Paul is in WORDS by letter when absent, he will also be in DEED when present.

He also clarifies that although he may walk in the flesh, he indeed does not war according to the flesh. The weapons
of warfare are not of this earth but in spirit. Paul explains the spiritual weapons in Ephesians 6. Every day we should
all put on the armor of God. Only these weapons have the power of God to defeat the strongholds. Paul struggled
with knowing that the Corinthians relied on weapons of the flesh. Manipulation, personal gain, harsh words, personal
power, self-claimed authority, and so on. Remember now, he is addressing CHRISTIANS. Can we relate even today?
Every thought must be held captive and become obedient to Jesus. Romans 12:2 reminds us of this very thing.

Paul saw his fellow Christians of Corinth as soldiers and he was ready to bring discipline to the troops. The blatant
disregard for Paul’s Apostolic position by the Corinthians was disheartening. They judged him on his outer
appearance, which had nothing to do with his inner self-belonging to Christ. Paul continues in his letter to humbly
defend his God-appointed authority which is given to him for edification and not destruction. Paul warns the
Corinthians against comparing one to another. That kind of pride shows a measure of worth at a human level. It's not
wise; it's not of God. Even Paul understood the limits of his authority within the church. After all, he himself was not
God. But within those parameters, were the Corinthians Christians? In comprehending this, they also needed to
understand that they should not glory in themselves, in him, in one another, or against him or one another. They
should only glory in the Lord. This holds true for you and me today! Read Jeremiah 9:23-24 as a reminder.

Questions:

1. What strongholds are you trying to battle on your own?  Are you daily putting on the armor of God?
Ephesians 6:11

2. Do you judge your worth (successes and failures) by those around you?  Are you letting the Holy Spirit
measure you through God’s Word, on God’s scale, looking at your heart?

3. Are you surrounded by others (part of a journey group) that will help you in times that it seems the world has
a hold on you?


