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12 For our boast is this, the testimony of our conscience, that we behaved in the world with simplicity and godly

sincerity, not by earthly wisdom but by the grace of God, and supremely so toward you. 13 For we are not writing to

you anything other than what you read and understand and I hope you will fully understand— 14 just as you did

partially understand us—that on the day of our Lord Jesus you will boast of us as we will boast of you. 15 Because I

was sure of this, I wanted to come to you first, so that you might have a second experience of grace. 16 I wanted to

visit you on my way to Macedonia, and to come back to you from Macedonia and have you send me on my way to

Judea.17 Was I vacillating when I wanted to do this? Do I make my plans according to the flesh, ready to say “Yes,

yes” and “No, no” at the same time? 18 As surely as God is faithful, our word to you has not been Yes and No. 19 For

the Son of God, Jesus Christ, whom we proclaimed among you, Silvanus and Timothy and I, was not Yes and No, but

in him it is always Yes. 20 For all the promises of God find their Yes in him. That is why it is through him that we utter

our Amen to God for his glory. 21 And it is God who establishes us with you in Christ, and has anointed us, 22 and who

has also put his seal on us and given us his Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee. 23 But I call God to witness against

me—it was to spare you that I refrained from coming again to Corinth. 24 Not that we lord it over your faith, but we

work with you for your joy, for you stand firm in your faith. 1 For I made up my mind not to make another painful visit

to you. 2 For if I cause you pain, who is there to make me glad but the one whom I have pained? 3 And I wrote as I did,

so that when I came I might not suffer pain from those who should have made me rejoice, for I felt sure of all of you,

that my joy would be the joy of you all. 4 For I wrote to you out of much affliction and anguish of heart and with many

tears, not to cause you pain but to let you know the abundant love that I have for you.
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My wife, Barbie and I recently moved to a much smaller home we built . We only had a month to move and get into
the smaller home. We had several men within our church body offer to help us during this transition. We were
tremendously blessed during this move to have godly men offer to help. Each of these men spent multiple days
assisting us with the move. One man loaned me equipment. He has health issues, yet helped with the move in the
heat the bulk of one day. A second man, who is going through significant life altering family struggles, helped me
probably 10 hours over a two day period. A third man, whom I called with a specific problem, spent an entire day
fixing the issue. He also helped with another issue he identified without being asked. Two other men loaned me
multiple tools, offered countless advice, and assisted numerous times. We are so blessed and grateful to have
people willing to help us,  However, this is not the reason I tell this story.

Paul describes the way he lived with a good conscience and his faith intact. He could face the challenges to his faith
with his head held high because he had godly sincerity. That should be the case of every Christian. Chuck Smith’s
commentary on verse 12 says, “That we should learn to live a simple life in all sincerity before people. That they not
be caught up with fancy clothes and fancy fashions and high-fashioned or high-life kind of a thing, but they live a
simple life. And also that they live a very sincere life, that they are not one thing in the pulpit and they preach one
thing, and live another. But their life is sincere before the people, and they are the same out of the pulpit as they are
in the pulpit.  They're the same in the home as they are in the church, a life of sincerity.”

Verses 13-20 tells us to not be ‘two-faced’. Be true to your word. Jesus said, "Let your yes be yes and let your no be
no. Be a man of your word" (Matthew 5:37). They were accusing Paul of violating this very thing. Paul was telling them
he was sincere, not fickle. He had reasons for not coming back to Corinth even though he said he would return. He
exercised godly characteristics by not coming. He desired to spare them his displeasure by being patient and not
overreacting (verse 23). He didn’t want to exercise dominion over them, but rather encouragement (verse 24). The
church at Corinth misunderstood Paul. We often misunderstand God. Research tells us that in communication the
tone of voice is 37% verbal communication but the remaining 63% is nonverbal.

We can learn a lot from this text. My friends came to help when they said they would. They were true to their word.
If something came up, and it did for a couple of them, they communicated with me and came when they could; not
out of obligation, but rather genuine sincerity to love me well.  They were blessed because of it.
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Questions:

1. Do you live the same during the week as you appear to live on Sunday mornings?

2. Are you true to your word?  Ask someone who knows you well, and see how they would answer this question
for you.

3. Would the people you work with and spend time with outside of our church body know you as one set apart
from the world, a follower of Christ?

4. When God deals with you, it’s with tears and a heart filled with anguish.  He loves you and He wants the best
for you.  Do you sometimes misunderstand God?


