
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  1 TIMOTHY 6:3-10 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3 If anyone teaches a different doctrine and does not agree with the sound words of our Lord Jesus Christ and the 

teaching that accords with godliness, 4 he is puffed up with conceit and understands nothing. He has an unhealthy 

craving for controversy and for quarrels about words, which produce envy, dissension, slander, evil suspicions, 5 and 

constant friction among people who are depraved in mind and deprived of the truth, imagining that godliness is a 

means of gain. 6 But godliness with contentment is great gain, 7 for we brought nothing into the world, and we 

cannot take anything out of the world. 8 But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be content. 9 But those 

who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people 

into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving that some 

have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pangs. 
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 AUTHOR: JENNIFER MCKIBBEN 

 
Paul begins in verse 3 by warning of false teachers. False teaching is anything that adds to or takes away from, 
contradicts, or nullifies the doctrine given by God’s Word. In today’s time we can see false teaching all around us. By 
turning on the news or scrolling through social media, we can be steered in the wrong direction at any given time. 
Paul continues saying that false teachers have an unhealthy interest in controversies, and quarrels which lead to 
strife, envy, and constant friction. We see this happening in our world daily.   
 
Paul goes on to say, “godliness with contentment is great gain (verse 6).” Paul is inspiring to me. He is always content 
trusting in God in good times and bad times. In Philippians 4:11-12 Paul says, “Not that I am speaking of being in need, 
 



 
for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. 
In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need.” There is 
nothing wrong with working to improve your own situation. The problem arises when we lose contentment and 
constantly desire to have more or something else.   
 
Paul ends this section stating that the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil. The love of things and money 
leaves us being tempted. Temptation pushes us to find ways to gain more, leaving us less and less content in our 
lives (Luke 12:15-21). It is through the cravings and desires that we can be distracted from our own faith. I don’t think 
this happens overnight to most people; it is little by little that we are distracted by things of the world.   
 
I have learned to be careful about what I focus my mind on. Too much news, or social media can create emotions in 
my mind that just are no good. I can easily lose sight of what is true. Isn’t it great to know the Spirit can help us to 
have a mind like Christ? We must keep our eyes focused on Christ (Hebrews 12:1-2).   
 
Contentment is an attitude and a mindset. Being content doesn’t come from things; it comes from how our mind 
views our circumstances. When we allow God to work in us, he will bring contentment into our lives like nothing else 
can.   
 
Hebrews 13: 5-6 says this: “Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has 
said “I will never leave you nor forsake you.”” God is so good he will never leave us. He tells us this time and time 
again throughout the Bible.  God hears our prayers and will meet us wherever we are. We just have to call out to him. 
 
 
 
Questions: 
 

1. Are you content? Why or why not? 
 

2. Is Christ the center of your thoughts?  If not, what is? 
 

3. What things are you chasing after more than God? Where do you find comfort, value and affirmation? 
 

 


