
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  1 TIMOTHY 6:1-2 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

1 Let all who are under a yoke as bondservants regard their own masters as worthy of all honor, so that the name of 

God and the teaching may not be reviled. 2 Those who have believing masters must not be disrespectful on the 

ground that they are brothers; rather they must serve all the better since those who benefit by their good service are 

believers and beloved. 

 

 

DEVOTIONAL FOR   1 TIMOTHY 6:1-2 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 AUTHOR: ARCHIE ENGLEDOW 

 
As we read this text about slaves and masters, we have to first view it in its context. There were roughly 12 million 
slaves in the Mediterranean world at the time this letter was written. Slavery was viewed with disdain by any free 
Roman or Greek; it was a despicable way to live. Slaves had zero rights or freedoms. In a pagan society, no follower 
of any deity would ever call themselves a slave to their god. Greeks would refer to their relationship as “philos”, 
meaning friend of their god, not “doulos”, which means slave of their god. The gospel of a crucified Jew who wants to 
make you His slave is a very difficult message to communicate to people who honor freedom and have disdain for 
slavery. In some ways, it’s an even more difficult message for some of us who struggle with dying to ourselves and 
living for Christ (Luke 9:23). As we try to understand this text and apply it to us individually, I ask that you allow God to 
search your heart in this area of how we serve others. 
 
Paul first addresses slaves who were believers with non-believing masters. Slaves were to give their masters full 
respect so that God’s name and Paul and Timothy’s teaching would not be slandered. Paul knew how important it 
was to live out his faith.  No matter what job we have, who we work for, or how they treat us, our actions show our 
faith. Faith without works is dead (James 2:26). Paul mentions many times in his letters in the New Testament that he 
is a slave of Christ, a servant of Christ, and a prisoner of Christ. He understands that as a believer we die to ourselves. 
We are bought by the blood of Christ and belong to Him (1 Corinthians 6:19-20; 1 Peter 1:18-19). A slave is someone 

 



 
that has been purchased. They do not function based on his or her own will. They are at all times subject to an “alien” 
will, bound, submissive, and obedient. Does this describe your relationship with Christ? When we give our lives to 
Christ, we are ultimately saying that Jesus is our master and we are His slave. Coming to Christ as a believer doesn't 
make God your slave; it makes you His slave. We have to make less of us and more of God in all we do. How does 
this truth affect the actions of yourself in your working environment when you have an unbelieving boss? 
 
Second, Paul addresses believing slaves that have believing masters. As a believer we should serve our “masters” 
even better, because they are fellow believers with us. They have a different lens that they are viewing us through. 
We are to look out for the welfare of one another (Romans 12:10; Philippians 2:3-4). This sounds like our relationship 
with Christ. Our good Shepherd, Jesus Christ, looks out for us and cares for us (John 10). We are to make it our goal to 
please God in all that we do, not to please ourselves (2 Corinthians 5:9). A slave received their status from who it was 
they were serving. That’s why Paul never hesitated to say that he is a slave of Christ. He got to reflect the glory of his 
most honorable Master, Jesus Christ.  
 
I am reminded of a verse that has stuck with me since I became a believer. “Slaves, obey in everything those who are 
your earthly masters, not by way of eye-service, as people-pleasers, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord. 
Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the 
inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ. (Colossians 3:22-24)”  This verse changed the way I 
viewed everything in the workplace. No matter if I was sweeping the floor, cleaning up after someone, managing a 
department, or preparing a lesson to teach, I am reminded that I am serving Jesus and no one else. When I have this 
mindset, I will honor everyone, and give all the glory to Christ. Jesus humbled himself, became a servant to all, was 
obedient to death, even death on a cross. He did this so that you and I can have life not just here, but in eternity 
(Philippians 2:5-8). The world tells us to build up a status and a title, make things about yourself and not about others. 
It tells us we are entitled to certain things, that we deserve this or that because of our hard work. But Jesus says to 
die, to die to yourself so that you can live.  
 
I want to end with the verse I started with: “And he said to all, "If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself 
and take up his cross daily and follow me. (Luke 9:23)” We cannot live a perfect sinless life as Christ did. He set the 
standard; He gave the example. We cannot and will not be perfect, but we can give a perfect effort. May we serve 
others, regardless of their beliefs, in a way that Jesus is honored and God’s glory is reflected in our character and 
actions.  
   

 



 
 
 
Questions: 
 

1. What “titles” do you have (i.e. father, daughter, boss, teacher, employee)? With these titles, what expectations 
do you have?   
 

2. How are you reflecting the glory of Christ in your workplace or in your home? 
 

3. Scripture tells us that we are all a slave to something, to whatever controls us (Romans 6:16; 2 Peter 2:19). If 
you evaluate your thoughts, time, actions and resources, what do these indicate about who or what you are a 
slave to?   

 


