
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  1 TIMOTHY 3:14-16 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

14 I hope to come to you soon, but I am writing these things to you so that, 15 if I delay, you may know how one 

ought to behave in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, a pillar and buttress of the truth. 16 

Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of godliness: 

He was manifested in the flesh, 

vindicated by the Spirit, 

  seen by angels, 

proclaimed among the nations, 

believed on in the world, 

  taken up in glory. 

 

 

DEVOTIONAL FOR 1 TIMOTHY 3:14-16 
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 AUTHOR: GRANT SYMNS 

 
The “mystery of godliness”. It reminds me of the murder mystery, board game, Clue, where you try to figure out “who 
done it”. It was “Colonel Mustard in the library with a pipe” who did it. Okay, maybe that’s not exactly the mystery Paul 
had in mind so let’s unpack that together here.   
 
As I read this passage, I started to think about the things that have separated me from God. In my life, I’ve been guilty 
of manipulating people and situations. I’ve been callus to people who love me. I’ve been unscrupulous in dealings 
with others. I’ve cultivated heartache, misery and sadness. I’ve vandalized and taken other peoples’ property. I’ve 
coveted others’ things. I’ve had too many traffic tickets to mention. I overeat. I can be lazy and quite self-centered, 
lustful at times. I have even taken my kids Halloween candy when they were not looking. In short, I’ve lied, cheated 
and stolen for much of my life. Man...it’s worse than I thought! What a guy! I sound like the main character of a ‘who 
done it’ novel. Shall I continue to sin so that grace may increase (Romans 6:1)? Sounds like that’s what I’ve been 

 



 
doing. 2 Corinthians 13:5 tells us “that Jesus Christ is in you” (us). It doesn’t sound like Christ is in me. 1 John 1:5 says 
that “God is light, and in Him there is no darkness.” Looks like I’ve been more darkness than light. I deserve to be 
punished rather than rewarded (Romans 6:23). How does a person like me have any chance of a relationship with 
God or eternal life? 
 
This is where GRACE enters in....the gift we do not deserve. Then there is MERCY, which is not receiving the 
punishment we deserve. A mystery to me is why would God go to such lengths for someone like me? The answer is 
LOVE. Romans 5:8 tells us that “God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died 
for us.” CHRIST DIED FOR US! That’s a whole lot of love. 1 Timothy 3:16 says, “Great indeed, we confess, is the 
mystery of godliness. He (Christ) was manifested in the flesh, vindicated by the Spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed 
among the nations, believed on in the world, taken up in glory.” I don’t know about you but that is a huge mystery to 
me. Why is all that necessary? How does that work? I don’t know. I’m not God. There are obviously things at work 
here bigger than you and me. This is where FAITH comes in. Faith is complete confidence in someone or something. 
It is conviction, even when it is not seen (Hebrews 11:1). Complete confidence is lacking nothing, made whole, no 
gaps, no holes. There are simply things I know and some things I can’t explain. So as I look at this, I see God’s plan of 
salvation for you and me is born out of His love for us. In His LOVE He gave us MERCY - from the punishment we 
deserve - through His GRACE - a gift we do not deserve - which is all held together by our FAITH in Him. The “who 
done it” is God, through His obedient Son, not in a library but on Golgotha, not with a pipe but instead with a cross. 
Thank You, Lord. 

 
Questions: 

 
1. Do you feel that your sins are too great for God to redeem? Our church body is full of those who thought 

they were unredeemable. I would encourage you to get to know a few of these folks. There are countless 
testimonies of God's redeeming power both within our church and also in the Scriptures.  Read about Paul 
(a.k.a. Saul) in Acts 8:1-3 and 1 Timothy 1:13 and how the Lord rescued him in Acts 9.   
 

2. Do you find too many mysteries in God’s word to trust it? If you would like to talk with someone about this, 
please reach out to pastoraloffice@stonepointchurch.com.   
 

3. If you have not put your faith in the work that Christ has done on the cross for your salvation, what is holding 
you back? What questions do you need answered to take the next step? Please reach out to 
pastoraloffice@stonepointchurch.com and someone would love to help you answer those questions.  
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