
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  1 TIMOTHY 3:1-7 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1 The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires a noble task. 2 Therefore an 

overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one wife,[b] sober-minded, self-controlled, respectable, 

hospitable, able to teach, 3 not a drunkard, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 4 He must 

manage his own household well, with all dignity keeping his children submissive, 5 for if someone does not know 

how to manage his own household, how will he care for God's church? 6 He must not be a recent convert, or he may 

become puffed up with conceit and fall into the condemnation of the devil. 7 Moreover, he must be well thought of 

by outsiders, so that he may not fall into disgrace, into a snare of the devil. 
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I must confess that I have struggled over the past weeks with the passage I was assigned for this devotional.  When I 
read 1 Timothy 3:1-7, fear arose in me.  What does this passage have to do with me?  Surely someone else would be 
better suited to write on this subject.  My comfort level had been compromised.  God has been teaching me that 
many times I desire “my comfort” over His comfort and peace.  He is sovereign over all things, is always faithful and 
always teaching me.  The pride in my heart was more focused on what I would say rather than what God wanted to 
teach me.  He knew that I needed this message as much or even more than anyone else.  Oh, how it fills my heart 
with love and gratitude to my most precious Heavenly Father that He continues to pursue me and purify my heart.   
 
As I read through the qualifications Paul outlined for an overseer, I was drawn to the fact that they exemplify Jesus, 
the greatest Overseer and Shepherd of all.  Paul states in 1 Corinthians 11:1 “Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ,” 
which reminds me of the importance of overseers who follow Christ.  I am thankful for the overseers God has placed 
in my life.  They have chosen to follow this calling, which can be a difficult one.  It takes a huge sacrifice to live a life 
that fulfills these qualifications. They choose daily to lay down their lives, surrendering to the truths found in the 

 



 
Word.  In this, we as the church, can see a clear picture of Jesus and know Him more.  I am thankful that they abide 
daily with the Lord and encourage me to do the same (John 15:4-5).  They reveal what it looks like to live above 
reproach, which brings honor to the Lord (Titus 1:6-7). 
 
I was also reminded that as a follower of Christ, I am called to live as a representative of Christ, living above reproach 
while being a picture to the unbelieving world of the goodness of God (1 Peter 2:9; Philippians 2:15).  At times, I find 
myself attempting to set higher expectations on overseers than I am willing, as a Christ follower, to set for myself. 
This attitude requires a heart check and confession. 
 
God has also provided shepherds who are placed under my overseers to aid in the task of caring for my spiritual 
well-being.  I don’t want to miss the opportunity to say how thankful I am for these men and women as well. 
 
Let’s remember to offer grace to those God has placed in our lives as overseers and shepherds. May we seek to 
understand and be a people who pray for God’s protection over those who He has placed over us (Hebrews 3:17-18). 
 
 
 
Questions: 
 

1. How often are you praying for and encouraging the overseers and shepherds God has placed in your life? 
 

2. Read Hebrews 13:17-18. Have you given permission for overseers and shepherds to speak into your life 
through biblical church membership? If no, why not?  If yes, according to this passage, what is your 
responsibility to the leaders God has placed over you to keep watch over your soul?   
 

3. Are you looking for what is most comfortable or are you willing to step out of your comfort zone to follow 
Christ fully? Is there something that the Lord is asking you to do right now that is uncomfortable? 
 
 

 


