
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  1 PETER 4:7-11 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7 The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled and sober-minded for the sake of your prayers. 8 

Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins. 9 Show hospitality to one another 

without grumbling. 10 As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied 

grace: 11 whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength 

that God supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and 

dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
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Peter says, the end of all things is at hand. His statement, though often casually glanced upon, is meant to be 
pondered upon deeply. Is the end of the world really near (2 Peter 3:10)? Is Jesus’ return imminent (1 Thessalonians 
5:2)? Is our eternal glory just around the corner (Romans 8:18)? 
 
What do you believe about Peter’s words in verse seven? Our response to this question determines how we will use 
the remaining time that we have on this earth. I would argue that our response to this one phrase will shape our 
entire life and biblical worldview; and our worldview determines our responses in difficult seasons like the one we 
are living in now. 
 
If our time on earth is merely a vapor, (James 4:14) that means we should be laying a foundation of meaningful things 
for the next life. Paul says, in Colossians 3:2, to “Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth.” 
If we live our lives with a heavenly perspective, it enables us to live self-controlled and sober-minded lives. We are 
free to keep short accounts, love others earnestly, and show God’s love through our ability to forgive the way we’ve 
been forgiven by Christ. Such a response covers over a multitude of sins (Proverbs 10:12). It allows us to show 

 



 
hospitality without grumbling under our breath, to use our life and gifts for eternal treasures, and it ensures that 
every God honoring decision to impact others through Christ will not spoil, fade, or be lost in the life to come. 
 
Wayne Grudem says it this way, “Where love abounds in a fellowship of Christians, many small offences, and even 
some large ones, are readily overlooked and forgotten. But where love is lacking, every word is viewed with suspicion, 
every action is liable to misunderstanding, and conflicts abound — to Satan’s perverse delight.” 
 
Such a belief shapes all of life's responses. We don’t have to fret when things don’t go as planned or when others 
don’t hold the same opinions as us. We don’t have to spend our time convincing others with wasted words. We can 
live our lives in a manner worthy of God. That means, every word we say, each thought we possess, and every action 
we take should reflect our values. 
 
Let’s be honest, friends. We all have values, we just need to determine which ones will shape our lives. We are all 
building a kingdom, we just need to determine if it will outlast us?  
 

Questions: 

1. In verse 11, we are encouraged to speak the oracles of God? How are you doing in this area? Are you 
producing thoughtful and fruitful words or do you waste them? 
 
 

2. Read Proverbs 10:12 & Ephesians 4:32. What covers a multitude of sins and who is the best biblical example 
for us? 

 
 

3. If others were to examine your daily routines, values, and decisions would they determine that you were 
building your own earthly kingdom or a heavenly Kingdom kept in heaven for us? 

 


