
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  1 PETER 4:12-19 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though something strange 

were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad 

when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory 

and of God rests upon you. 15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. 16 Yet if 

anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name. 17 For it is time for 

judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins with us, what will be the outcome for those who do not 

obey the gospel of God? 18 And 

“If the righteous is scarcely saved, 

    what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” 

19 Therefore let those who suffer according to God's will entrust their souls to a faithful Creator while doing good. 
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Have you ever tried to define the word “glory”? As I read to the end of chapter 4, this word stood out to me as if 
someone had shown a huge spotlight.  Upon further examination, I found that some form of the word “glory” is used 
14 times in 1 Peter (ESV).  If we were to look at the entire Bible, we would see it is used more than 400 times! That 
seems to be worth noting. But in order to understand its importance, especially to Peter, we need to know what it 
really means.   
 
Paul Tripp says it this way: “The doctrine of God’s glory encompasses the greatness, beauty, and perfection of all that he 
is.  In everything that he is and in everything that he does, God is greater than human description.  Every attribute and 

 



 
action of God is stunningly beautiful in every way.  Each characteristic of God and every accomplishment from his hand 
is totally perfect.”  
 
God’s glory is the very essence of who He is.  There is no one like Him and nothing compares to Him (Jeremiah 10:6; 1 
Samuel 2:2).  Everything (all of creation) comes from Him, continues to exist because of Him, and was made for Him 
(Romans 11:36). He created us, man and woman, in his image, to display His glory (Genesis 1:27).  All creation - the 
heavens, the earth and everything in it - points to the Creator (Psalm 19:1-4).  Because of this, He deserves our 
allegiance, honor, praise and worship (1 Chronicles 16:29).  
 
However, when sin entered into the world, the people God created for His glory began to worship what He created 
instead of the Creator (Romans 1:21-25).  We have a tendency to want to glorify ourselves and it is seen in the way we 
pursue and trust in earthly things such as possessions, relationships, reputation or power.  Yet when those things are 
threatened or they fade or fail, we are often surprised.  Only God’s glory and His Kingdom is eternal.  Thankfully, as 
we have read in 1 Peter, Christ died and was resurrected to rescue us from our glory problem (1:18-19; 2:24-25).  For 
believers, He has restored to us access to God’s imperishable glory.   
 
Our challenge on this earth, due to sin, is that we only see God’s glory in part (1 Corinthians 13:12).  That is why Paul 
said, “My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better” (Philippians 1:23).  In Exodus 33:18-23, when 
Moses asked God to show him His glory, Moses was only able to see God’s back.  He could not see God’s face and 
live. Even as believers, in our short-sightedness, we are prone to forget what lies ahead.   
 
And so, Peter exhorts us not to be surprised when trials come to test us (4:12). We should not be surprised when a 
global pandemic brings sickness, job loss, and incredible needs.  Instead, he tells us to look to the full glory that will 
be revealed when we see Jesus face to face (4:13).  It will far outweigh any of the afflictions we are experiencing or 
have experienced in this lifetime (2 Corinthians 4:17).  Take heart, friends, this is not the end!   
 

Questions: 

1. How have you seen God’s glory in His creation this week? What did this reveal about God? 
 

2. Where in creation are you looking (or prone to look) to satisfy your glory longing that only God can satisfy? 
 

3. Read Isaiah 40.  Write all that you learn about the glory of the Lord from this passage.  Pray and praise the 
Lord for what you have read. 

 


