
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  1 JOHN 5:13-21 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal 

life. 14 And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his will he hears us. 

15 And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests that we have asked of 

him. 

16 If anyone sees his brother committing a sin not leading to death, he shall ask, and God[a] will give him life—to 

those who commit sins that do not lead to death. There is sin that leads to death; I do not say that one should pray for 

that. 17 All wrongdoing is sin, but there is sin that does not lead to death. 18 We know that everyone who has been 

born of God does not keep on sinning, but he who was born of God protects him, and the evil one does not touch 

him. 19 We know that we are from God, and the whole world lies in the power of the evil one. 

20 And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we may know him who is 

true; and we are in him who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life. 21 Little children, keep 

yourselves from idols. 
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We live in a time of great uncertainty. The culmination of a worldwide pandemic, racial strife and a vacuum of 
leadership have left many of us stressed about future uncertainties. We have no idea when our normal situation will 
return or if it even will. Some have lost jobs or businesses. Others have had to cancel or postpone major life events 
 



 
like marriages. For many, they have been living in isolation for months at a time separated from friends and family. In 
the background of all this our nation is being torn apart; the media and many of our politicians seem intent on making 
citizens with different political opinions hate each other. While we do not know what the future holds, we do know 
Him who holds the future. 
 
In these times of uncertainty, what can we know? We can know we have eternal life (verse 13). We can know he 
hears our prayers (verse 14). We can know we have victory over sin (1 John 2:1-2). We can know that we are God’s, 
and most importantly, we can know the Son of God, our advocate and redeemer (verse 19-20). This should be a great 
encouragement to us as believers. As the world around us slips further and further into decay, let us hold dear these 
precious certainties that we have as children of God. 
 
The Psalmist tells us, “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore, we will not fear 
though the earth gives way, though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, though the waters roar and 
foam, though the mountains tremble at its swelling” (Psalms 46:1-3). 
 
So, during these times of strife and uncertainty, let us hold up our certainties as a beacon to this dark and dying 
world.  Why do we not fear death from this pandemic? Because we know that we have eternal life. Why do we not 
fear financial destitution? Because we know we belong to him and he hears our request. Why do we not collapse 
under the weight of the evil being done in our nation? Because we know that we have victory over sin. Why are we 
calm and joyful in the midst of an uncertain future? Because we know the Son of God.   
 
As believers, we can, and should, have assurance in these promises of God presented in this passage. Life may never 
return to “normal”. Our nation may be ripped apart at the seams. The government may become more oppressive and 
hostile to the church. But we will always have God’s protection. Therefore, rest in His promises and take comfort in 
His certainties. 
 
 
 
Questions: 
 

1. What future uncertainty has you fearful and worried? 
 

2. How can the certainties in the passage help you with your fears? 
 

3. How can you be an encouragement to others struggling with anxiety about their future? 

 




