
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  1 JOHN 4:7-12 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 

Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 In this the love of God was made manifest 

among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 10 In this is love, not that we 

have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved 

us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his 

love is perfected in us. 
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I have often made comments to my wife about finding it difficult to love certain people. In my opinion, people are 
hard to love. My wife will quickly reply with a comment that I need to check my heart, as we are called to love others 
as Christians. Deep down inside I know it’s wrong, but I continue to push on, not loving as Christ has loved his Church. 
However, the Holy Spirit continues to convict me in this area of my life. The funny thing about the Holy Spirit is you 
cannot just keep ignoring his promptings. He will ramp up his convictions until you hit something head on that makes 
you confront your sin patterns. 
 
About a month ago I was asked by a leader in our church to write a devotional. I agreed, as I find loving church 
leaders relatively easy. I received my assignment and quickly turned in my Bible to preview the scripture I would be 
writing about. The section in my Bible was titled “God's Love and Ours.”  Well played, Holy Spirit, well played!   
  
In this passage, the Apostle John says, “Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. Whoever does 
not love does not know God, because God is love” (verses 7-8 NIV).  We are not talking about loving your kids, a pet, 

 



 
or your favorite food. Those are examples of love that come easily or naturally. We are talking about real, lay down 
your life for a stranger, give your last morsel of food to a starving person, kind of love. That is how God loved us! 
While we were separated from him in our sin and rebellion, he loved us so much that he sent his only Son to take the 
punishment we deserve for our sins so that we may live eternally with him (Romans 5:8). That kind of love does not 
come easy. In fact, it can never actually come from our own effort. God is love and the power to love like that comes 
only from God through the Holy Spirit. 
 
As a worship team member, I often think of the verse where Paul refers to remarkable acts of spiritual gifts. If they 
are done without love, they are nothing more than a “resounding gong or clanging cymbal” (1 Corinthians 13:1-3). 
These verses help me understand that any good I do through my own flesh and effort, that lacks the love of God 
displayed through the Holy Spirit, is as obnoxious as a harsh, clanging cymbal during a worship song. So how do we 
allow the love of God to flow through us to even the most difficult people? By being spirit-filled, followers of Christ, 
and that is only accomplished when we are abiding in Him daily. I guess there is a reason our church leaders keep 
reiterating that. 
 
I will close with one final verse. “I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that 
bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing” (John 15:5). In any list of the fruits of the spirit, you will find 
“love” at the top. Abide in Him, be filled with His spirit, and the love of God will flow through you. 
 
 
Questions: 
 

1. Think of someone who is difficult for you to love. What is one tangible way you could show them the love of 
Christ this week? 
 

2. Read Matthew 22:36-40. How important is love according to Jesus? 
 

3. Worship: To end your time of devotion, take five minutes to listen to “God so Loved” by We the Kingdom. Pay 
attention to the verse “The power of hell forever defeated.” Reflect on how God’s love has defeated the 
power of hell forever. 
 

 

 

https://youtu.be/iq5URsXbKXs

