
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  1 JOHN 3:11-18 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

11 For this is the message that you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one another. 12 We should 

not be like Cain, who was of the evil one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his own 

deeds were evil and his brother's righteous. 13 Do not be surprised, brothers, that the world hates you. 14 We know 

that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brothers. Whoever does not love abides in death. 15 

Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him. 16 By 

this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. 17 But if 

anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God's love 

abide in him? 18 Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth. 

DEVOTIONAL FOR 1 JOHN 3:11-18 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 AUTHOR: DICK PATTERSON 

 

In the first part of chapter 3, John reminded us of the great love God has shown us by calling us His children. He then 
tells us what we should look like and act like as His children. In verse 11, he reminds us that this message is not new; 
we have heard from the beginning that we should love one another (see also 1 John 2:7-11). Jesus said in John 
13:34-35, “ A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to 
love one another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” I think this 
gives us a better understanding of what John is trying to tell us here in 1 John. “We love because He first loved us” (1 
John 4:19).  
 
Growing up I was not raised in the church and actually wanted nothing to do with the church because of the way 
“church people” acted and treated not only outsiders, but each other as well. I had never read the bible or spent 
much time in a church.  I just did not like what I saw from the outside looking in. It was not until my early thirties that I 

 



 
started asking some questions about life and the meaning of it. I was married and had two kids by then and figured 
out that they were going to have a lot of questions that I could not answer. At that point, God put the first man in my 
life that I had ever seen live out his faith daily. He was not like anyone I had ever met. John Allen was a big strong 
man that did not act like anyone else, and he read his bible every shift at the fire station. That is what it took for me to 
finally begin to get my eyes off of people and on to God and His word. I knew that my friend, John Allen, was the real 
deal by the way he loved God and me!  
 
It is very easy for all of us to have our eyes blinded if we are not abiding in the light. Verse 12 -13 reminds us how 
quick it can happen to anyone. Cain was Adam and Eve’s first born son. His hatred for his brother and his 
disobedience to God was because he did not get what he wanted. And that led him to kill his own brother. 1 John 3:12 
says this of Cain: “[he] was of the evil one”. Then he tried to lie his way out of it to God. If we allow ourselves to walk 
around in the dark it will show everyone who we really belong to.  
 
Then in verse 13, John reminds us not to be surprised that the world is going to hate us because it first hated Christ 
(John 15:18). We see in verse 16 what true love looks like: Christ laid down his life for us and we ought to lay down our 
lives for our brothers. This does not necessarily mean we jump in front of a bullet, but that we live out our lives loving 
and helping whoever God puts in our life with whatever we have. That is how we know God's love abides in us.  
 
Finally, John hits us all right between the eyes with verse 18. “Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed 
and truth.” James had something to say about this in James 1:22, “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive 
yourselves. Do what it says.” Friends if we are going to walk in the light, we must abide daily and love one another 
just as Christ loves us. 
 
Questions: 
 

1. How are you doing walking in the light? Are you abiding daily with God and his word? 
 

2. If we were to follow you around for one week with a camera crew and then show it on the evening news, 
would people know you are a follower of Christ by your love? 
 

3. Who do you have in your life that is walking in the light with you? If you are not part of a Journey Group, 
please sign up for GroupLink here.  
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