
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  1 JOHN 3:1-10 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1 See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are. The 

reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2 Beloved, we are God's children now, and what 

we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears[a] we shall be like him, because we shall see 

him as he is. 3 And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure. 4 Everyone who makes a practice 

of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5 You know that he appeared in order to take away sins, and 

in him there is no sin. 6 No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either seen him 

or known him. 7 Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is 

righteous. 8 Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. 

The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. 9 No one born of God makes a practice 

of sinning, for God's[b] seed abides in him; and he cannot keep on sinning, because he has been born of God. 10 By 

this it is evident who are the children of God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not practice 

righteousness is not of God, nor is the one who does not love his brother. 

DEVOTIONAL FOR 1 JOHN 3:1-10 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 AUTHOR: DESIREE ENGLEDOW 

 

For the first day of school a little girl walks hesitantly into the holding room where she quietly sits down on the floor 
against the wall instead of at one of the many tables with students.  Overwhelmed by fear, insecurities and the 
thought of rejection, she surveys the room of people. She noticed a group of students had turned her way and began 
to make fun of her, laughing and pointing. Another group turns to look at her but quickly turns back around to ignore 

 



 
her existence. However, one child rises up from the table and walks over, leans down, and softly whispers to her “you 
are loved and wanted”, and sits down beside her. She met her where she was and changed her position and posture 
to offer love. 
 
We judge others by how they look, the way they act, or what they say. We measure our level of interaction or 
relationship based on that, and in many circumstances, completely isolating a person because of their differences. 
Our judgement is based on the fact that the other person doesn’t fit into our measured standard (social status, 
expectations, or moral standard). We see it over and over played out in the stories of scripture - people cast out of 
the town, ignored, and enslaved because they didn’t fit into the crowd.  However, “The Lord does not look at the 
things people look at. People look at the outward appearance but the Lord looks at the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7). 
 
God commands us to love one another, to be compassionate and to take care of the “foreigner” (Hebrews 13:2). This 
requires us to take action because we have experienced mercy. This should change the way we live, act and speak. 
Show mercy instead of judgement (James 2:12).  Being kind in ALL circumstances may look like interceding in prayer, 
offering an encouraging word or sacrificing your social status. This can come at a cost because the lawless do not 
understand and can be aggressive, reject you, or mock you.  Old Testament characters like Moses and Samuel 
experienced “grumbling from the people” because of their obedience and desire to follow the Lord. God responds, 
“it is not you they have rejected, but they have rejected me as their king” (1 Samuel 8:7). 
 
We are set apart, a holy priesthood, bearing fruit and being a witness to others for the kingdom. However, being set 
apart and acting and thinking differently than the world view comes with its challenges. “The reason the world does 
not know us is that it did not know him” (1 John 3:1). He has called us out of the darkness and into the light and 
adopted us, changed our name, and gave us the Spirit to guide us (1 Peter 2:9-10). So we must stay pure just as he is 
pure (1 Peter 1:16). 
 
Even though the world does not understand, we point them to Jesus instead of ignoring their need for grace 
(Matthew 9:13). Nothing is hidden from his sight; he knows the external facts and the internal motives.  That means 
we reflect Jesus through how we live and interact with others around us. Stand firm, stand out, and stand up for 
others.  “Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. The one who does what is right is righteous, just as he is 
righteous” (1 John 3:7). 
   

 



 
 
Questions: 

1. In intense times of pressure do you sway and bend to the look more like the world? Or do you stand firm in 
your instructions from God? 
 

2. Toward whom is it easiest for you to show compassion? Hardest? What is the difference between the two 
types of people that causes you to respond differently? How does God view them? 

 

 

 


