
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  1 JOHN 2:24-29 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

24 Let what you heard from the beginning abide in you. If what you heard from the beginning abides in you, then you 

too will abide in the Son and in the Father. 25 And this is the promise that he made to us—eternal life.  

26 I write these things to you about those who are trying to deceive you. 27 But the anointing that you received from 

him abides in you, and you have no need that anyone should teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about 

everything, and is true, and is no lie—just as it has taught you, abide in him. 

28 And now, little children, abide in him, so that when he appears we may have confidence and not shrink from him 

in shame at his coming. 29 If you know that he is righteous, you may be sure that everyone who practices 

righteousness has been born of him. 

 

DEVOTIONAL FOR 1 JOHN 2:24-29 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 AUTHOR: JOSE AMAVIZCA 

 

In these few verses we see the word abide repeated several times, which makes me think it’s something I should be 
paying attention to. The way the word abide is used here has less to do with a one time event, such as having 
“received” Jesus into our hearts, but more of a growing relationship with the Son and the Father. Because of the 
unfathomable love and desire the Father has to abide in us, Jesus offered himself as payment for the guilt of our sins. 
This is where it begins and we should hold fast to this truth. But remember, it’s a growing relationship and, as such, it 
needs to be intentionally developed. It doesn’t just happen; it takes great effort. Our abiding is made evident by the 
condition of our hearts and our relationships with others (John 15:1–8). We should desire to abide in Him just as much 
as He desires to abide in us. 

 



 
 
As we keep reading this passage, John now warns us about those trying to deceive us. But interestingly enough, he 
doesn’t just give us a 3-step formula on how to uncover a deception. Rather, this same abiding in Him is what best 
prepares and strengthens us against deception. In verse 27 we find a sentence that can be a little confusing at first 
glance: “you have no need that anyone should teach you”. Does this mean we shouldn’t listen to teachers within the 
church body? What about Ephesians 4:11-12, “And he gave...teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry”? But 
that is not what John is saying. If that was the case, he wouldn’t have written this letter in the first place. He would 
have expected for God to teach every individual directly. What John is trying to warn us against are those that say 
that they have a special revelation coming directly from God. These are people putting their own opinions or 
thoughts at the same level or above God’s counsel as found in Scripture (2 Timothy 3:16-17). Our attitude should be 
as the people of Berea who, after listening to the teaching of Paul and Silas, responded by “examining the Scriptures 
daily to see if these things were so” (Acts 17:10-11). 
 
As we near the end of this chapter, John gives us another great reason to continue abiding in the Lord: his return, his 
second coming. I don’t know how often you meditate on this truth of scripture. I don’t know how close we are to the 
day and time of his return, but one thing we can be sure is that it will happen. And when it happens, I want to be 
ready. I don’t want to be hiding in shame because of unresolved struggles or sin in my life. Remember that abiding is 
not about what little I can do and still make it into heaven, but more about a growing relationship. Abiding is about 
allowing him to shed light in all areas in our life and maturing in our walk with the Lord (Ephesians 4:13). 

 
Questions: 

 
1. In what ways are you abiding in Him? In what ways has your relationship with the Lord grown in the past 

year? 
 
 

2. How do you determine if what someone is saying is in line with scripture? How do you discern if your plans or 
thoughts are according to the bible?  
 
 

3. Is there something that is hindering your relationship with Christ? Is there something that is creating a gap 
between you and your Journey Group? 
 

 


