
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  1 JOHN 2:18-23 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

18 Children, it is the last hour, and as you have heard that antichrist is coming, so now many antichrists have come. 

Therefore we know that it is the last hour. 19 They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of 

us, they would have continued with us. But they went out, that it might become plain that they all are not of us. 20 

But you have been anointed by the Holy One, and you all have knowledge. 21 I write to you, not because you do not 

know the truth, but because you know it, and because no lie is of the truth. 22 Who is the liar but he who denies that 

Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, he who denies the Father and the Son. 23 No one who denies the Son has 

the Father. Whoever confesses the Son has the Father also. 
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While driving we are aware of the clanging bell sound, flashing red lights, and the crossing bars that come down 
across the road in front of us indicating a train. This is an electronic signal activated right before a train arrives. 
Although at times it delays me and my reaction is frustration, I’m thankful for the annoying sound and bars that warn 
me to stop, therefore, keeping me safe. In my walk as a believer, I’ve heard the Holy Spirit give me a “warning signal” 
but there were times I chose to ignore it and follow my desires. You can predict my outcome – never good. 
 
In this passage in 1 John, we see another “warning signal”. John is warning believers of antichrists (vs. 18, 22). What 
does this word mean? Anti (against, opposite of) christ = a false substitute Christ. We all want to put something or 
someone on the throne of our hearts. But that place is reserved for God alone. “For you shall worship no other god…” 
(Exodus 34:14). Genesis 11 speaks of human society’s united rebellion against God at the tower of Babel. There was an 

 



 
anti-God leader of humanity by the name of Nimrod. There was distrust of God’s word and promises. The whole story 
of the tower of Babel shows another fundamental fact – we culturally, even now, can easily fall into following 
something or someone of the world. As I ponder how this looks, I see the personality cult we accept today. We 
worship celebrities, blog writers, “feel good preachers”, social media, athletes, and the list goes on. But God created 
us to worship him (Psalm 95:6). 
 
How do we know when something or someone is an “antichrist”? In verse 20, John says, “But you have been anointed 
by the Holy One, and you all have knowledge.” This anointing of the Holy Spirit is received when we accept Christ 
into our lives (Acts 2:38, Galatians 3:2; 4:6). He gives us an ability to discern between truth and error. Jesus says in 
John 14:26, “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and 
bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you.” As John reminded us earlier in verses 5-6, knowledge comes 
when we abide in Christ. As we abide in Him, the Spirit guides us in all truth.  We are able to stand firm at the 
“crossing bars” of truth and not be run over by any “train” that represents a false substitute for Christ.   
 
 
Questions: 
 

1. Can you think of a time in your life you avoided the “warning signs”? What was the outcome? 
 

2. Is there anyone or anything on the throne of your heart other than Jesus? If so, confess to someone in your 
Journey Group. If you are not in a group, please join us for GroupLink and sign up here. 
 

3. Are you gaining knowledge through abiding with Christ on a daily basis? Do you lean on the anointing you 
have through the Holy Spirit to discern truth? Why or why not? 
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