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1 Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen Jesus our Lord? Are not you my workmanship in the Lord? 2 If to

others I am not an apostle, at least I am to you, for you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord. 3 This is my defense

to those who would examine me. 4 Do we not have the right to eat and drink? 5 Do we not have the right to take

along a believing wife, as do the other apostles and the brothers of the Lord and Cephas? 6 Or is it only Barnabas and

I who have no right to refrain from working for a living? 7 Who serves as a soldier at his own expense? Who plants a

vineyard without eating any of its fruit? Or who tends a flock without getting some of the milk? 8 Do I say these things

on human authority? Does not the Law say the same? 9 For it is written in the Law of Moses, “You shall not muzzle an

ox when it treads out the grain.” Is it for oxen that God is concerned? 10 Does he not certainly speak for our sake? It

was written for our sake, because the plowman should plow in hope and the thresher thresh in hope of sharing in the

crop. 11 If we have sown spiritual things among you, is it too much if we reap material things from you? 12 If others

share this rightful claim on you, do not we even more? Nevertheless, we have not made use of this right, but we

endure anything rather than put an obstacle in the way of the gospel of Christ.
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A thought that’s always been mind-blowing to me is that only those who are free can surrender. There are two ways
to surrender; one is unwillingly (through defeat) and the other is out of one's volition. And it’s the latter kind of
surrender that I think Paul is talking about in this passage. The kind that willingly gives up something for the benefit
of another.

As Paul continues to make his case to the believers in Corinth, he makes it clear that his freedom comes from the
Lord Jesus. That he has been called to make disciples and that they themselves are a fruit of Paul’s faithfulness to
that same calling. In reading verses 3-11 you can see Paul posting several questions to his children in the faith. And
as I read them and try to answer them at face value, I can't help but stop and think of the pride and selfishness that
crept into the hearts of the Corinthians. How is it that this group of believers became so tight-fisted against Paul and
Barnabas, the two men who had suffered and toiled so that they could hear the great news of mercy and grace found
in Christ Jesus?

Paul made it clear that he had every right, as he made his case both in the practical and spiritual sense, to ask the
church in Corinth to support him and Barnabas. Yet he chose not to make use of this right (verse. 12). Paul’s call was
not to make Paul’s name known but Jesus’. Paul was not called to disciple others so that his life became easier, but
so that others may know the Father.  Paul surrendered his freedom so that others might be set free.

Questions:

1. Imagine that the questions in today’s bible reading are being posed to you in regards to your relationship with
those who are helping you grow in the Lord (Journey Group leaders, ministry leaders, pastors, elders, etc),
How would you answer them?

2. Is there a “right” that you are compelled by love to give up so that others may know the Lord or grow in His
ways?

3. Share your answers with your Journey Group or another believer you trust to hold you accountable.


