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25 Now concerning the betrothed, I have no command from the Lord, but I give my judgment as one who by the
Lord's mercy is trustworthy. 26 I think that in view of the present distress it is good for a person to remain as he is. 27
Are you bound to a wife? Do not seek to be free. Are you free from a wife? Do not seek a wife. 28 But if you do marry,
you have not sinned, and if a betrothed woman marries, she has not sinned. Yet those who marry will have worldly
troubles, and I would spare you that. 29 This is what I mean, brothers: the appointed time has grown very short. From
now on, let those who have wives live as though they had none, 30 and those who mourn as though they were not
mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no
goods, 31 and those who deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the present form of this
world is passing away.

32 I want you to be free from anxieties. The unmarried man is anxious about the things of the Lord, how to please the
Lord. 33 But the married man is anxious about worldly things, how to please his wife, 34 and his interests are divided.
And the unmarried or betrothed woman is anxious about the things of the Lord, how to be holy in body and spirit. But
the married woman is anxious about worldly things, how to please her husband. 35 I say this for your own benefit, not
to lay any restraint upon you, but to promote good order and to secure your undivided devotion to the Lord.

36 If anyone thinks that he is not behaving properly toward his betrothed, if his passions are strong, and it has to be,
let him do as he wishes: let them marry—it is no sin. 37 But whoever is firmly established in his heart, being under no
necessity but having his desire under control, and has determined this in his heart, to keep her as his betrothed, he
will do well. 38 So then he who marries his betrothed does well, and he who refrains from marriage will do even
better.

39 A wife is bound to her husband as long as he lives. But if her husband dies, she is free to be married to whom she
wishes, only in the Lord. 40 Yet in my judgment she is happier if she remains as she is. And I think that I too have the
Spirit of God.
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First off, I want to give honor and glory to my Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. As I struggle with understanding this
passage, the very first verse stood out to me because I struggle with not feeling worthy to share the gospel because
of my shortcomings. But I know Jesus died on the cross and rose again to save me. Ephesians 2:4-6 tells us we are
saved by grace. Praise the Lord! So I can pick up my shield of faith and kill the lies of the evil one (Ephesians 6:16).
Know that your identity is in Christ.

Marriage is a covenant. When we become followers of Christ and receive the Holy Spirit, we also enter into a
covenant with God. So when we don’t seek His Word and instruction in all we do, but rather seek things of this world,
we are putting something before Him and it becomes an idol in our life. Whether it's our spouse, kids, grandkids,
career, or things we love to do. Paul gives his opinion on being married or unmarried. Whatever way we choose is of
no offense to God, the author of our lives. And no matter our choice, we must put Him in His proper place; first in our
lives (1 Corinthians 8:5-6). We are to seek heavenly things in all we do (Colossians 3:1-2).

I can see where not being married could make it easier to stay focused on Christ. You wouldn’t have the influence of a
spouse that may be a nonbeliever, or one that is a believer but not living as Christ is their Lord. I am married and
blessed with a wife that puts Christ first. We both must stay focused on loving the Lord, loving our brother as
ourselves (Matthew 22:37-39), sharing the gospel, and being servants as Jesus did when He came to earth to give us
an example of what it is to be Christlike. He was obedient even in death (PhIlippians 2:8). We must carry out His will in
our lives whether we are unmarried or married. He is first and He will be second to none! Living according to His will
and His way is the best way for us, married or unmarried, mourning or rejoicing, wealthy or poor, in whatever place
we find ourselves today.  My prayer is that we continue to seek His will in our lives, in all we do.

Questions:

1. Are you married to a career or things you love to do?

2. Who do you put first; God, spouse, kids, grandkids, etc?

3. What are you married to?


